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Silences 


By Edith E. Wildman 
HERE’S a silence of night that’s dead and cold, 


There’s a silence of tombs that’s queer and old, + 
There’s a silence of noon that thrills and throbs, 
There’s a silence of storm that moans and sobs, 
There’s a silence of plains that’s wide and free, 
There’s a silence that covers the lonely sea. 

There’s a silence that’s big and warm and kind 
That comforts the poor and leads the blind, 
A silence of light and of love,—that’s God. 








Mr. Norton’s Sailing . 

A_dangerous place of duty-doing is the safest 
place for a man to.be. Duty, which is only another 
name for God’s voice, calls Mr. Ralph C. Norton to 
cross the ocean soon to join his wife in their evan- 
ag work for the British and Allied Soldiers. 

’s plain leading has kept Mr. Norton in America 
longer than was originally expected, in view of the 
greatly increasing opportunities of soul-saving work 
among the soldiers, with its need of an increased 
budget. Doors have been opened to Mr. Norton in 
this country on every side ; God has greatly blessed 
his testimony as he has told of the work, and souls 
have been saved here in the homeland while the 
financial needs of the work were being ministered to. 
Across the water the needs of the soldiers have been 
cared for in an ever-enlarging way~through Mrs. 
Norton, who returned to England last September. 
Mr. Norton now expects to sail from New York 
about April 21.. Will the readers of The Sunday 

hool Times pray for his safe keeping, as he passes 
through the perils of the war-swept seas, that he may 
rejoin his wife, and that the work may continue to 


be moved forward in a way that shall honor our 
Lord and Saviour? 


The Recipe for Humility 

It_is not humble to be always thinking of how 
worthless we are. For it is easy to pass from that 
consciousness of our worthlessness to pride that we 
are so conscious of eur worthlessness; and pride in 
our humility is as bad as any other kind of pride. 
The recipe for real humility is, not looking at what 
we are not, but looking at what God is: and agro | 
this by “looking unto Jesus.” So it has been well 
said that “it is better to be thinking of what God is 
than what we are. ... True humility does not so much 
consist in thinking badly of ourselves as in not think- 
ing*of ourselves at all.” Self dies when we yield all 
to Christ and trust him for all. Then he. fills our 
vision and keeps it filled with himself. That is as 
much better than trying to be humble as the living 
Christ is better than the dead self. 


x 


The Miracle of His Life 


Escaping from hell is only the beginning of 
our salvation. We do escape from hell when we 
accept Jesus as our Saviour; we shall go to hell if 
we do not accept him; let us be in no doubt about 
that... But having thus saved us from the awful death- 
penalty of our sins, Christ Jesus offers us much 
more. He offers us the miracle of his own life as 
our present life and continual experience. He offers 
not only to pick us up and set us on our feet again 
after we have fallen in sin,—for Christians can sin; 


but hé offers to prevent even a fall, by keeping us 
from sinning, setting us free not only from the law 
of death but also from the law of sin (Rom. 8:2). 
So the true Christian life—which is simply Christ— 
is a life not of concealing sinful feelings that still 
remain in us, but of deliverance from those inner 
sinful feelings through Christ’s doing away with the 
body of sin (Rom. 6:6) and filling us with himself 
(Gal. 2:20). Then we do not have to conceal our 
ugly life, but we can freely express our life, becatise 
that life is Christ. Then God makes the daring state- 
ment that “as he is, even so are we in this world” 
(1 John 4:17). Shall we not trust him now to make 


our only life the life that is Christ? 


x 
Trunk Members 


Concealed Christianity does not honor the Head 
of our church. But our life can be hidden without 
being concealed. “Are you a Christian?” asked 
Ralph Norton recently of a baggage-master on a 
train. “Yes, sir,” was the reply; “I’m a trunk Bap- 
tist.” “What is that?” asked Norton in surprise. “My 
wife and I are church-members, we moved to 
Savannah, and our letters are in our trunk,” said 
the trainman with entire frankness. A trunk is a 
dangerous place for our Christianity. It can get 
moth-eaten there. But when our life is really hid- 
den in the right way, our Christianity will not be 
concealed in a trunk,—as we remember that “ye 
died, and your life is hid with Christ in God” (Col. 
3:3). The rightly hid life will be sure to express it- 
self in service and activity as g witnessing member 
of the church, the body jd Christ. 


Cross-Questioning Our Ambitions_ 


things the usual ambitions of men are? 

There are what we may call the numerical 
ambitions. A man sets out to amass a hundred thou- 
sand dollars, or a hundred millions, or to “annex” so 
many square miles of land, so many counties, or 
countries. There is no real significance in the amount 
or in the specific thing itself. The dollar indicates 
nothing about the man’s real being. There is no 
assignable force to the two millions of dollars above 
that possessed by the one million, or in two million 
acres above one. He has set an arbitrary, a really 


[LD « YOU ever stop to think what strange 


imaginary, standard for himself. Worse than that, 


in its pursuit he is likely to smother his soul by 
mere mechanical displacement. Things financial 
completely overshadow things real. And if he does 
that, he is sure to be allured into superficial or false 
and evil methods. 

Even in church work there is a subtle danger in 
these numerical aspirations. Church or pastor sets 
a certain goal in numbers; a hundred members added 
this year, so many thousand dollars raised. The mark 
is purely arbitrary and superficial. Five, soundly 
converted, led into a full and effective life in Christ, 
may be much more valuable, redound far more to the 
glory of God, than a hundred added to the roll, even 
though really converted. Five hundred dollars, lov- 
ing, spontaneous, surely speak God’s praise as five 
thousand, mechanically extracted, never would. 

That is the trouble. Numerical goals always 
tempt, if they do not invariably lead, to mechanical, 
superficial, unworthy. methods. No path is better 
than its goal. 

Topographical, some other ambitions may be. called, 
literally or figuratively. One starts out in life with 
the determination to reach a certain latitude and 
longitude, a certain altitude. He purposes to live 
and grow great in a certain city or state; he will 
climb to a certain height, social (this is usually 
a woman), or political, or commercial. He will 
gain a certain office,—senator from this state; presi- 
dent, possibly, of that college. Well, what of it ? 

man on the street accosts you with a “hard 
luck” tale, and a petition for the price of a ticket 
to another city. ut when he gets to the other 
city he will be the same. mendicant. he was in this. 


We are nervously anxious about places. And we 
must not forget that when we covet altitude, we are 
coveting loneliness, -frosts, and vertigo. The place 
we covet may be, often is, utterly unfitted for us, 
and crowded with undestrable companions, small and 
great. And this definite desire for place or location, 
like the numerical ambition, tempts, if it does not 
persuade, to alf sorts of unworthy means, unreal, 
unlovely, the arts of the politician, the self-seeker, 
the place-seeker. 

Indeed, what has place to do with size, as a mat- 
ter of actual fact? Is the giant any smaller on the 
plain? Is the dwarf colossal on the hill? How 
majestic is the fly on the flywheel’s. rim? The angels 
must weep, and the demons and: some men assuredly 
do chuckle, at these mis-measured ambitions. 

Others of these goals of human endeavor might 
be classed as ambitions agglutinative-—a large word, 
but no larger than the aims of those who cherish 
them. We are going to be the nucleus rolling 
through life’s snow-fields and gathering to ourselves 
that which by and by will make us a mountain. 
Everything shall center around us, minister to our 
growth and greatness. The difficulty is that this is 
precisely the opposite of the true greatness, which 
always consists in giving, never in getting. If the 
uplifted Jesus will draw all men unto him, it is not 
that they may add to his glory and power, but that 
he may communicate his glory and power to them, 
and make them potent centers of beneficent output, 
like himself,—lights in the world even as he is the 
Light of the World. Light never absorbs, it bestows. 

esides, the agglutinative never really “ageluti- 
nates.” What it gathers is snow, which at death’s 
touch, and usually long before, melts. What could 
have expanded, but only by giving, has contracted, 
withered, atrophied by its “agglutinating.” A life- 
time of such success leaves the man with no perma- 
nent addition to his possessions, and with an infin- 
itesimal soul. 

By the tests of the heavenly standards, which are 
simply those of unsophisticated common-sense, the 
axtocratic ambitions fare as badly. These are the 
various forms of the desire to exercise power over 
our fellow-man. It is the most natural thing in the 
world. No man who has strength is normal if he 
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does not wish to use it; and no strength rightly 
appeals to us like that which shows itself in the 
mastery of human beings like ourselves. To swing 
great elemental forces is great, but to swing men is 
greater. Only, is that sway simply the unreasoned 
play of youthful stren the selfish determination 
of the egotist, the deed of one who will because he 
can, and who wills because he wants to show he can, 
or for the mere, sheer pleasure of being master? 

Anyway, all external sway is no sway at all. The 
only real, positive power any man exerts over an- 
other is the power of the ideas he conveys, of his 
own deep, true feeling or noble aspiration; better, 
the power of the divine to which he has introduced 
this fellow-man of his. Any other sway, so far as 
it is possible, is negative, an imposed slavery, which 
like mercy has a two-fold operation, -—_ this 
“curses him that gives and him that takes.” He who 
sways that way, slays where he sways. He who 
makes the men he meets greater for meeting him is 
the true master of men. He is infinitely poor who 
makes them less. 

“I will set yow free,” said the owner. “But I 
feel no degradation in being your slave.” “I do, in 
being your master.” The man who has dominated 
men all his life will look for a cave to hide in from 
heaven’s searchlight when once he feels its blaze 
upon his soul. 

All these forms of ambition, whether numerical, 
er topographical, or agglutinative, or autocratic, are 
also competitive. They derive a great share, the 
largest share, of their force and appeal from their 
desire to get ahead of others, to have more money,~ 
to gain a higher place, to surround ourselves with 
more things and people, to govern more men. One 
man on a desert island, with no other man to com- 
pare with, would hardly be led off by any of these 
ambitions. It is not simply that we are social beings 
and that the presence, action, thought, and feeling 
of our fellows furnish most of the value to most of 
the things we have, but comparison with our fellow- 
men gives these things their chief desirability. 

Yet how completely absurd it is. We want to out- 
strip. Well; whom? And why? Shall we in any 
way be smaller if he outstrips us, or we in any way 
larger if we outstrip him? Are we any better able 
to meet life’s responsibilities, demands, crises, be- 
cause this man next to us is less able; or are we less 
able because he is more able? Competitive com-~ 
parison is the one thing that the ripened kingdom 
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of heaven knows nothing of. It will be noted that 
when Paul begins to compare himself with others, 
he prefaces it by calling himself a fool. He may 
have’ to do it for strategic reasons, on the principle 
of “answering a fool according to his folly,” but it 
revolts him nevertheless. Competitive ambition is 
the silliest thing on earth. There is just one man on 
this globe whom I ought to outstrip, and that is the 
man I was yesterday, the man I am to-day, the man 
I shall be to-morrow. The man who wants to sur- 
pass another man is least in the kingdom of heaven; 
that in him which wants to surpass is not in the 
kingdom of heaven at all. 

There remains just. one allowable ambition. It is 
twofold; to be the most and best that we can be; 
to do the most and best that we can do. And how can 
this lofty ambition ever be realized? : 

Never by the works or efforts’ of depraved, im- 

tent human nature,—impotent because sin-para- 
yzed. But abundantly, gloriously, omnipotently real- 
ized by letting God do for us that which our am- 
bition craves. And when we say “by letting God do 
for us,” we mean the marvels of what He means by 
his grace,—his grace through Jesus Christ. 

How can we be the most and the best? By let- 
ting Christ become our life, our actual being. And 
how can we do this? - By receiving him as our 
Saviour from the awful penalty and paralysis of our 
sin. When he becomes our Saviour he takes us into 
literal, organic union with himself, grafting us into 
himself, as a branch into a vine; and now he and we 
are one life, one Spirit; our life is indeed the Best 
and the Most, for “I have been crucified with Christ, 
and it is no longer I that live, but Christ liveth in 
me.” Nothing less than God’s best can satisfy our 
best ambitions; and Christ is God’s best, and Christ 
is ready to be our life. 

How can we do our best and our most? By letting 
Christ, our new and our omnipotent life, live our life 
for us even as the vine lives the life of the branch; 
and produce in us and through us the fruit-bearing 
that we are ambitious to show, even as the vine pro- 
duces the fruit on the branch. Remembering our 
helplessness, we are to fulfil our ambition to do the 
most by working out our salvation in fear and tremb- 
ling; but we are to have no uncertainty as to the re- 
sult, remembering that “it is God who worketh in 
you both to will and to work, for his good pleasure.” 
Then God will satisfy his own ambition for us; and 
that will be enough. 





The Sunday School Times 
and the Higher Criticism 


I was speaking the praises of The Sunday School 
Times to a prominent Sunday-school worker and pro- 
fessor in the Presbyterian Collegé of South Carolina, 
and he said that The Sunday School Times taught 


“Higher Criticism.” I told him emphatically that it 
did not; but he was not willing to take my word for it, 
as he said that I might not recognize it, but that he 
was sure it did. If you will state your position on the 


subject and send me a sample copy, I will be glad to 
show it to him.—A South Carolina Enthusiast. 


The Sunday School Times counts the Higher 
Criticism one of the most deadly poisons of the pres- 
ent generation. The Sunday School Times rejects 
absolutely every destructive finding and conclusion 
and position of the Higher Criticism. And by “de- 
structive” the Times means anything that denies at 
any point .whatsoever the perfect accuracy, authen- 
ticity, and inviolable infallibility of the entire con- 
tents of the Bible, from cover to cover, as the in- 
spired, letter-perfect Word of God. By the “Bible,” 
in this connection, is meant the original, autograph 
manuscripts, of which to-day we have only copies. 

“Higher Criticism,” in and of itself, means simpl 
the study of available data in order to get as muc! 
light as possible upon such facts as the authorship, 
date of writing, and similar questions. Such study 
when carried on by men who, before entering upon 
it, have completely accepted the entire Scriptures as 
the inspired and infallible Word of God, can be 
profitable and valuable. But the modern “Higher 
Criticism” has not been conducted from that stand- 
point, nor by men of that vital belief in-the Word of 
God. Therefore the Higher Criticism of to-day is 
a destructive, anti-Christian thing in its real spirit 
and conclusions. Not that no Higher Critics are 
Christians. Undoubtedly some are. But though some 
are sincere believers in the Lord Jesus Christ as 
their Saviour, they have been deluded by the plaus- 
ible, specious arguments and methods of the Higher 
Criticism, and thereby are moved farther and 
farther away from the blessings so freely offered 
through the Word of God to those who accept, not 
part, but all of its riches through the illuminating 
power and work of the Holy Spirit.in their regener- 
ated lives. 








Those who have been following the pages of The 


Sunday School Times in recent years are in no 
doubt as to this journal’s position in these matters. 
In the Times’ issue of. December 23, 1916, for ex- 
ample, there appeared a masterly article by one of 
the greatest New Testament Greek scholars of our 
generation, Professor A. T. Robertson, D.D., LL.D., 
on “Why Did John Call Jesus ‘the Word’?” This 
article showed what the Higher Criticism as applied 
to the Gospel of John seeks to do in attacking the 
fundamental truth of the deity of Christ; and it 
repudiated the findings of the critics and exposed 
the futility of their attacks. It was accompanied 
by the question, asked editorially, “Shall we believe 
the Critics or the Word of God?” 

A few weeks later, in the issue of January 20, the 
leading editorial in the Times called attention to the 
distressing and tragic repudiation of the funda- 
mentals of the Christian faith by an American 
preacher, editor, and writer of wide influence, show- 
ing how he had, according to his own statement, 
abandoned the view that the Bible is an “authori- 
tative and infallible rule of religious faith and prac- 
tise,” and had substituted for the Bible “his own 
spiritual instincts.” 

In the Times of February 10 one of its editors, 
in a personal message to the readers, wrote: “Hav- 
ing been in close touch with the devastating desola- 
tion of the Critics’ reconstruction of the Bible,— 
which would more properly be called the repudiation 
of the Bible,—the third thing that rejoiced my heart 
was to work with a journal that stood unequivo- 
cably for the infallibly perfect revelation of God’s 
written Word, and for redemption through the blood 
of his crucified and risen Son.” 

These are but a few of the many and constantly 
repeated utterances in the columns of the Times that 
show where this paper stands as to the Higher 
Criticism. A few years ago it published an illumi- 
nating series of articles (commencing in the issue of 
October 25, 1913) by Professor W. H. Griffith 
Thomas, entitled “Testing Old Testament Criticism 
for Ourselves.” Different articles in the series took up 
“Why Archeologists Distrust the Higher Criticism,” 
“The Spiritual Loss of the Critical View,” “What 
oe Thought of the Old Testament,” and “The 

erdict of Our Spiritual Experience.” The series 
was announced as showing “How deadly a foe is the 
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Modern Criticism to the spiritual life of the Chris- 
tian Church,” and brought out the striking fact that 
“during sixty years of archeological research not a 
single discovery has been niade which goes to sup- 
port the fundamental positions of the Hi Criti- 
cism, while discovery after discovery has made 
to prove the truth of the traditional view of the 
Bible.” (This series of articles was later published 
as a pamphlet under the title “Some Tests of Old 
Testament Criticism,” by The Religious Tract So- 
ciety of London, England, at one penny a copy.) 


x 
How Can We Be Crucified ? 


It seems to me I have no right to say what Paul said 
in Galatians 2: 20: “I have been crucified with Christ; 
and it is no longer I that live, but Christ liveth in 
me.” Crucifixion of self is the one thing that has been 
troubling me from the first. It seems to me that no 
temptation or test ought to hurt with Christ in full 
control. Of late, however, some of the testings have 
hurt. He cannot be hurt; but self does smart and grieve 
sometimes, and thus I know self must be alive. I can- 
not doubt the reality of my own life in him, and yet 
there must be further progress for me beforé I can 
really say Galatians 2: 20. If I say it now, I shall be 
presumptuous.—A Believer in the Victorious Life. 


You are making the mistake of looking at your 
experience to determine whether you have been cruci- 
fied, instead of resting in the fact that Christ him- 
self is your crucifixion, You have, every Christian 
has, as much right to claim immediate and complete 
crucifixion of self as Paul had. For as a matter of 
fact your crucifixion is all in the past. It occurred 
nineteen centuries ago, when Christ was on the cross 
at Calvary. Every’necessary detail of your Christian 
life and experience is “in Christ.” He simply waits 
for you to recognize this fact, and accept it all by 
simple faith. Only as we recognize that, because of 
what Christ has done for us, and because of our 
literal union and identification with -himself, the 
crucifixion and death of our self is actual and com- 
plete—only thus can we have actual and com- 
plete victory. We must trust the Lord Jesus for our 
crucifixion as for all else. We can never crucify 
ourselves; and we don’t have to. Praise God, it was 
done for us when our Substitute let- himself be 
crucified long ago. Paul pleaded with the Roman 
Christians on this point as he said: “Or are ye 
ignorant that all we who were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into*his death? We were buried 
therefore with him through baptism into death: that 
like as Christ was raised from the dead through the 
glory of the Father, so we also might walk in new- 
néss of life. ... Our old man was crucified with him, 
that the body of sin might be done away, that so we 
should no longer be in bondage to sin. ... For sin 
shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not 
under law, but under grace” (Rom. 6). 

No, it is not presumptuous to believe the Word 


of God, but it is presumptuous to deny it. 
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Putting Other Folks 
Where They Belong 


“In lowliness of mind each counting other better than 
himself” (Phil. 2: 3). How can we count other people 
better than ourselves?—An Ohio Reader. 


First, see ourselves as we really are. It was be- 
cause the apostle Paul saw himself as “the chief of 
sinners” that he was able in a very literal way to 
count every other Christian better than himself. 
When one glories in nothing save the cross of Christ, 
there is no ground left for reckoning himself better 
than others. For in himself, apart from Christ and 
what Christ has done for him, he sees nothing but 
hopelessness, nothing but sin. He can, with Paul, 
readily believe that he is “less than the least of all 
saints” (Eph. 3:8). 

True, this lowliness of mind does not mean a 
blindness to the faults of others, nor a lack of ap- 
preciation of the exceeding great things Christ has 
done for us. Thus Paul, reckoning other Christians 
better than himself, could also say that he labored 
more abundantly than they all. Yet instantly he ex- 
plains that statement by saying, “Yet not I, but the 

ace of Goti which was with me”. (1 Cor. 15:10). 

e could say, “In nothing was I behind the ve 
chiefest apostles,” but immediately he adds, “Thoug 
I am nothing” (2 Cor. 12:11). 

Conscious of our own helplessness and worthless- 
ness, after we see ourselves as we really are, we are 
then simply to do what the Holy Spirit through Paul 
commands us to do: “each count the other better 
than himself.” The way to do this is just to do it. 
We are to put others ahead of ourselves. We are to 
believe that they are better than we. We are not to 
be troubled by any foolish idea of stjcking to strict, 
theoretical logic and say that, because all are equally 
helpless and worthless in the sight of God, there- 
fore not only we are not better than others, but 
others are not better than we. No, we are to brush 
aside any such deadening consistency and logic as 
that, and in warm-hearted ‘love frankly put others 
ahead. It is easy to do this when Christ is our 
whole life. 
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When the Gamekeeper Met his Would-be Murderer 


The miraculous answer to a Christ-like prayer for a foe 
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used. to pass a little group of three cottages 

which were close by our building. One even- 
ing I saw standing at an open cottage door a strong- 
looking young man of about thirty, with rather 
shaggy brown hair and a brown beard, and wearing 
a loose sort of corduroy jacket and trousers. He 
was leaning up against the wall, and a large pointer 
dog lay at his feet. Behind him I noticed that there 
was a gun. I spoke to him, as the little pavement 
was very narrow, and I was close to him in passing. 

“I am just going down to the new coffee room. 
Have you seen it?” 

“No, I have not seen it,” he said, “but I have heard 
about it.” ~ 

“A good many men go in there,” I said. “They 
seem to like it, because, you see, it is their own 
room. They can spend as much time there as they 
choose, and read the papers and have coffee or any 
refreshments that they want. Would you like to 
see it?” 

“No, thank you, I am busy.” 

“Well,” I said, “you are a very near neighbor 
among us. You ought to take an interest in it, I 
think. But that is just as you like. I will show 
“it to you now if you wish it.” 

“No, thank you, I haye an engagement.” 

“Very well,” I said, “you must be a-very busy man 
if you work all day and all the evening too. I only 
hope you will look after yourself, and see that your 
own soul is all right. hat is the most important 
thing for you to think about. You ask God to give 
you his blessing and to save you, and then I shall 
think you are a wise man. Good-evening,” and I 
went on to the room. 


Weed I walked down to my coffee room, I 


The Prayer on the Slip of Paper e 

The next evening I passed again and saw the 
same man standing in exactly the same position that 
he was in the night before, so that I knew he must 
be looking for me. I went up to him and said, “Have 
you thought at all about what I said to you yester- 
day? It will be a curious thing if I think more about 
you than you think about yourself. I want you to 

ave the best gifts in this world, and in the next, too. 
Do you ever pray?” 

“No,” he said. “I don’t like religion. I never did 
take it up at all.” 

“Then I am afraid I must take it up for you. I 
will pray for you. But I do wish you would pray. 
for yourself. Why cannot you find time when you 
are walking along the road with your dog to lift up 
your heart and pray to God? God is just above you, 
and quite near you. Why don’t you pray to him in 
the name of Jesus, and ask him to save you?” 

“I do not care,” he said; “that is not in my line. 
I have got other things to think about.” 

“Oh,” I said, “I will tell you what I will do. I 
will write this little prayer for you.” So I took a 
piece of paper out. of my book and held it up 
against the lamp-post and wrote on this piece of 
paper: “OQ God, have mercy upon me. Save my 
soul. Let thy light shine in upon my heart and show 
me the truth. I want to be saved from my sins. 
For. Jesus Christ’s_sake.” 

“Now,” I said, “I will sign my name here, and you 
will sign your name there opposite it, and if both of 
us pray you will get the answer.” He gave a half 
smile, received the paper, looked at it and put it 
into his pocket. 

_The next evening I passed him again. I spoke to 
him once more, and then after that I did not see 
him any more. 

_ When we opened our coffee rooms we had a work- 
ingmen’s prayer-meeting every Saturday night. We 
never knew who would come in. But one evening 
there was a striking-looking visitor there. He was 
a stranger. He was dressed as a gamekeeper. He 
had on one of those brown velveteen jackets and 
brown leather gaiters. He was very tall, and he sat 
in one corner looking rather shy, as he was new to 
the place. In this little prayer-meeting our plan was 
to let any man give a text or offer a short prayer. 

e never carried out the plan used in America of 
letting them talk about themselves. We tried to avoid 
this as much as possible.. We asked them to speak 
of Christ and to give us something from His Word. 
The subject that evening was Light, and we began 
with texts about Christ being the Light of the 
world. “I am the light of the world”; “I am... the 
bright and morning star,” and so on. Then for the 
second half of the subject we took the light that 
must shine into our hearts and through us to other 
lives. I was reading the verse: “Let your light so 
shine before men.” 


ae IN ET A TREES IT 


I said, “God does not ask us to make the light. 
We do not require to have a manufactory in this 
town to make the light, because, as we have just 
read, Christ is the light. If we believe in him, the 
light is in our hearts. - We therefore have just to 
let his light shine out from us so that other men may 
see it. 

As I said these words the tall man who was a 
stranger sprung to his feet. He pulled a bull’s-eye 
lantern ffom his belt, and slipping back the shutter 
he‘ let its very strong light flash into all our faces. 
As he did this he said, “This is what I will do from 
this day forth, God helping me.” He said this most 
earnestly and emphatically. “I will let my light so 
shine! May God help me to do so! I have never 
had courage in the past, but I will now: let that light 
shine, that others may see the Christ I follow.” 

“That is very good,” I said; “that is just what we 
want: Thank you for showing us that beautiful lit- 
tle lamp and its powerfully strong light. We will 
all try to do what the keeper says.” ~ 

“Let us pray,” he added. We knelt down, and he 
prayed most earnestly and fervently for us all, that 
we might have courage, and for himself for strength 
to witness for Jesus. i 

‘Some time passed, and I had not again seen 
the young man who stood at the doorway. But one 
afternoon when I came in from my drive I saw a 
local paper lying on the table. It had columns in it 
of some tragic occurrence that had taken place in 
the neighborhood. My mother remarked as I en- 
tered the room, “Here is a nice story about one of 
your men. I believe it is that man that lives at the 
corner house that you told me about that had the 
dog. He has murdered a gamekeeper.” 

“What!” I said, “It is impossible.” 

“No,” she said, “it is not at all. He shot the game- 
keeper twice, and they think he is dying. The paper 
is full of the story.” 

After I read the account in the paper I said to my 
mother: “It is all my fault. I am the responsible 
person. I am the one that ought to be punished. 
That poor fellow was perfectly willing to listen to 
what I said. I had three talks with him, and if I 
had only followed it up and gone into that house 
and taken opportunities of conversation with him, 
he would have been saved and never have done this 
awful thing; but you see I neglected him. As I did 
not see him at the door I just left him alone.” 

I could not get over this story. It seemed such a 
fearful reflection on my carelessness. Five days 
later a man rode over from a nobleman’s place about 
five miles away. It was a large estate with a park 
and two or three lodges. The messenger said that a 
gamekeeper was dying there and wanted to see me 
at once. How quickly could I get there? 

“What is his name?” I asked. He told me. I did 
wot recognize it, but I immediately ordered the pony 
carriage and drove straight to the place. When I 
arrived at the lodge where he lived the poor wife 
met me in floods of tears. “My husband has been 
shot and is very, very ill,” she said. “He has lost a 
great deal of blood, and we thought this morning 
that he was dying. He seems to have revived now, 
and he wants very much to see you. But do not stay 
with him long, please, and do not let him get ex- 
cited, for he is very weak.” 


Did He Really Love His Enemy? 


I went alone into the room, and recognized the 
gamekeeper who had said, “Let your light so shine 
before men,” in the prayer-meeting. He was deadly 
white, and he reached out his hand to me saying, 
“Oh, I have wanted to see you so much. I want to 
tell you something. Is any one in the room?” 

“No,” I answered.” 

“It is.something that nobody understands but my- 
self. It is about that poor fellow West that shot me. 
= was Peter West who shot me. Do you know 

im ?” 

“I believe I do,” I replied. 

“Oh! that poor man. He has hated me for years. 
He has often vowed that he would kill'me, and I 
think he has done it now, or very nearly. He shot 
me. I came upon him in the woods in the middle of 
the night, and he just turned around and aimed his 
gun and fired twice. I am so very, very anxious 
about him. I have prayed for him many a time, and 
now if I die it w‘ll be an awful thing for him, be- 
cause his punishment will be so severe. Now he is 
in prison, which is about enough; but, oh, I do want 
you to pray for him. I want him to be saved. Will 
You pray for him?” 

“I believe that is the man I have often prayed for 
before.” 





By Lady Hope 





“You don’t mean it,” he replied. “Well, let us 
pray for him now.” 

“Is that what you wanted to see me about?” 

“Yes, that is the one thing. As to myself, I am 
all right. Either I shall be taken away to heaven, 
or I shall live here to serve God many years to come. 
I do not know which it is to be; and all I want is 
oe man should be saved. Will you pray for 

im na 

I knelt down, and I heard the gamekeeper sob 
while I pleaded for poor West in his prison cell. 
Then he prayed too, that the Lord would bless West. 
He said, “You know, Lord, how I love him, how 
often I have thought about him, how I have pleaded 
with Thee for him out in the woods at night. Oh, 
answer my prayer now and save his soul.” 

When I got up from my knees, I said, “Do you 
believe we have got an answer to that prayer?” 

“T do believe it with all my heart,” he said. “That 
is just what I wanted. Now I think that perhaps I 
shall get quite well. Go on praying for him, won’t 
you?” 

‘He was smiling and lé6oked wonderfully different. 
When his wife came in, he said, “I feel better now.” 
She was so devoted to him, and seemed full of dis- 
tress and sorrow at the trouble that had come upon 
them. I left promising to call again. 

Some time after this I moved from that town. In 
the meantime the gamekeeper became perfectly well 
and returned to his old duties. Two years later I 
came back to pay a visit at my old home, and on 
Saturday evening, I went down to the workingmen’s 
prayer-meeting. To my astonishment, just as we 
were going to sing, a man walked in with a Bible 
and a hymn-book under his arm, who seemed to me 
to be the living image of West, the man who had 
been sent to prison. I thought that I must have 
made some mistake. He was cleaned up and very 
different in appearance, and yet he looked like the 
same man. He was accompanied by his wife. They 
took their places in the meeting, and when one or 
two had prayed I recognized his voice. This man 
was praying, and in his prayer he said, “I do thank 
Thee that some one came to me to tell me of Jesus 
and his salvation, and I do thank Thee that she 
showed me how to pray, and that my prayer has been 
answered. O God, it is a wonderful life.” He then 
broke into a doxology of praise. 


The Prayer-Answer in the Prison 


When we got up from our knees I went up to him 
and said, “You are exactly like a man who used to 
live here called Peter West.” 

“IT am the man,” was his answer. 

“Are you?” I said; “I thought that you had gone 
to prison for five years.” 

“Yes,” he replied, “I have been in prison two 
years, but I have come out on ticket of leave because 
of good conduct.” 

“How wonderful,” I said, “and whatever could 
have made you come to a prayer-meeting? When 
I saw you last you used to say, No, you had not time 
to come even to the coffee room.” 

“Oh, I was different then,” he said. 

“How did you become changed?” I asked. 

“Do you remember this,” he said, and he pulled 
a brown note-book out of his pocket and took out of 
it a very soiled piece of paper. “Did you ever see 
that writing,” he asked. 

“Oh, yes,” I said, “I know that is my writing,” and 
I read the identical little prayer that I had written 
out for him against the lamp-post, 

He said, “I will tell you what happened. After 
I shot the keeper, which, mind you, I had always 
vowed I would do if I got the opportunity, for I 
hated him so badly, I was sent down to Portland, 
and there I was in a cell by myself. But, oh, I could 
never tell you the agonies of mind that I was in. It 
was something fearful. All my-sins, and my bad, 
dissipated life came before me, and I could get no 
rest or peace of sleep whatever. I was perfectly 
wretched. I was almost mad. At last after I had 
been in there a little while, I could bear it no longer, 
so I got down in the middle of that cell on the stone 
floor one night and prayed like this: ‘Oh, God,’ I 
said, ‘I want you to answer this prayer,’ and I held 
the piece of paper in my hand, and spread it out. 
I knew it all by heart, and I asked him to let the 
light shine. I said, ‘I will not get up until the light 
shines. I will not get up. I am all in the dark. 
Let the light shine now into my heart.’ I prayed like 
this for some time, and I was quite resolved that I 
would ndt move until the light came. While I was 
praying,—I could not ever tell you how wonderful 
it was,—the light of heaven filled my whole soul. 
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1 was just full of light. There was nothing but 
light. It was in my heart. It was everywhere. My 
whole soul was light. From that hour everything 
was changed to me. I showed, I suppose, by m 
conduct that I wished to do what was right, and 
let them know that I wanted to have more educa- 
tion. I spent the evenings then in the night classes, 
and I learned to read a number of books and to 
write, 
prise, I was told one day that my conduct was so 
good that I had the highest marks, and that I could 
have a ticket of leave to go out. So I came back 
straight here to my poor wife, and found she had 
become a Christian too through going to your 
mothers’ meeting. And now another prayer has been 
answered for me, for I have got a very good job.” 
A few days later he came to call on me and said, 
“I want to know what you would advise me to do 
in this matter. I have been asked to go down to the 
village. where I used to live and where all my rela- 
tions are.” When he mentioned the name of it, I 
knew that was the place where I had visited the 
keeper at the lodge, but I did not take any notice of 
this. “Some of my relations have a farm there... 
and are very well off, but there is a great deal of 
curiosity about me and my strange career, and they 
@ 


I was getting on very well when, to my sur-- 
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have said that they would give me a supper one 
evening if I would go there and tell them of my ex- 
eriences. Do you think I had better go or not? 
shall have to talk about myself if I go. You don’t 
think that is a good thing, do you?” 

“No,” I said, “not as a rule, but still you might 
have an opportunity of speaking of your Saviour 
and telling them of what he has done for you.” 

“That is just what I thought,” he said with a bright 
smile. “Do you think I could do it or not?” 

“Well,” I said, “if you go in great humility, and 
trust in the Lord Jesus all the time, I think perhaps, 
you might accept that invitation, and you might be 
of use in talking to the people who will be there.” 

“Very well, then,” he said, “I will decide to go.” 

So he went away and promised me that he would 
let me know how it passed off. He came back again 
a few days later to tell me the history of the 
evening. 

“Just as I was standing up to speak to them I 
saw the outside door was partly open, and I saw 
some one standing there. How shall I tell you what 
I felt? I stopped short, and then I said, ‘I cannot 

o on; I cannot tell you anything, because I see 

r. S.—[he was the gamekeeper] standing at the 
door. ‘Sir,’ I said, ‘can you ever forgive me for the 
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past, for what I did to you?’ I shook all over and 
felt so bad that I did not know what to do. The 
door opened wide in answer and the gamekeeper 
walked up the room to where I was. ‘Forgive you, 
my brother?’ he said. ‘I love you with all my heart. 
I prayed for you hundreds of times, and this is the 
greatest answer to prayer that I have ever had in 
my. life.’ He put his arms around my neck, and said, 
‘Go on; speak up, speak up, my boy. Tell them what 
Christ has done for you.’ So I did, and then he spoke. 
It was a wonderful evening. And now we seem to 
be the greatest of friends. I see him every day, and 
we have been to the prayer-meeting together. He 
says we are brothers, and so we are.’ 

From that time the tall fair West and the tall 
dark gamekeeper, for they were a great contrast in 
appearance though they were both tall and straight, 
were seen together everywhere in the evenings when 
their work was done. They were called “the twins.” 
They used to walk miles to little village prayer- 
meetings and testify for Christ. In a short time the 
gamekeeper could not be satisfied until his friend 
became his assistant keeper on the estate. He got 
his wish, and the two worked together night after 
night in the. woods, on the estate where before they 
had been at enmity. 





A Million Starving in Bi 


Only 40 cents a month available to 
feed Armenian and Syrian refugees 


ble Lands 


The Missionary Watch Tower, 
conducted by Howard A. Banks 





URING this most terrible winter the world has 
ever known, a million people in Bible lands 
are at this moment in danger of starvation. 
They are Armenians and, Syrians in Asia Minor, 
Syria, ‘the Russian Caucasus, Persia, and Palestine. 

Actual starvation is reported among the refugees 
at Tiflis. One hundred thousand dollars’ worth of 
seed is needed at. Tabriz for the spring sowing. 
There are 20,000 destitute orphans at Erivan in the 
Caucasus. Five million dollars a month would give 
five dollars’ worth of food to each hungry person, but 
available funds allow only 40 cents worth of food 
monthly per capita. The relief committees urge a 
monthly pledge while the war lasts, instead of spas- 
modic contributions. Only $2,733,515.28 has been 
contributed so far through the American Committee 
for Armenian and Syrian Relief. The present acute 
situation between the United States and the Central 
Powers and their allies will not interrupt the relief 
work. 

A stirring cablegram from Viscount Bryce from 
London to the American Committee is calculated to 
arouse refiewed sympathy for these stricken children 
of the East. After a tribute to the early martyrs 
from Nero to Diocletian, Lord Bryce says: 


It is strange that the Christians of Europe and 
America should not have been more moved by the 
examples of courage and heroic devotion which 
the Armenian Christians have given. Of the seven 
or eight hundred thousand of Armenians who have 
perished in the recent massacres many thousand 
have died as martyrs, by which I mean they have 
died for their Christian faith when they could have 
saved their lives by renouncing it... . 

It was not religious fanaticism that led the 
present rulers of Turkey to seek to root out Chris- 
tianity. So far from being fanatics most of these 
men though nominally Mohammedans have-no re- 
ligion whatever. Their aim was political. They 
wanted to make the whole Turkish Empire Mo- 
hammedan in order to make it uniform, with only 
one creed and no differences between one class of 
subjects and another. They saw that the Christian 
part of the population, suffering under constant 
oppressions and cruelties, continued to turn its eyes 
westward and hope for some redress from the 
Christian nations; so they determined to eliminate 
Christianity altogether. ; 

During these recent massacres whenever any 
Christian would turn Mohammedan his life was 
spared. It was only as a Christian that he was 
killed. Many a Christian child was torn from its 
parents to be brought up as a Mussulman. Thou- 
sands of Armenian Christian girls were sold in the 
market or distributed amon urkish officers to be 
imprisoned for life in Turkish harems and‘ there 
forced into Mohammedanism. But many more 
thousands of Armenians, women as well as mer, 
were offered their choice between Christ and Mo- 
hammed, and when they refused Mohammed were 
shot or drowned forthwith. For days and days 
together the bodies of Christian women who had 
thus perished were seen floating down the Eu- 
phrates. ... 

Only a remnant is now left to whom charity can 
be extended. It is still a sorely afflicted remnant. 
Some in territory occupied by the Russian army, 
though safe from their ferocious enemies, are m 





sad need of help to rebuild their homes and culti- 
vate once more their ravaged fields. The condi- 
tion of others is even worse. They are barely sup- 
porting life in the deserts of Northern Syria 
where their oppressors watch their sufferings un- 
der hunger and disease and refuse to alleviate their 
agonies. 

Israel Zangwill also pleads for Armenia. While 
the Jews of the Pale, he says, “behold some faint 
gleam of Zion upon the political horizon, on Ararat 
alone no ark can rest. ... I take the crown of thorns 
from Israel’s head and place it upon Armenia’s.” 

Contributions may be sent through The Sunday 
School Times or direct to Charles R. Crane, 70 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City. 
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A Sunday-School’s Missionary Liberality 


“’TSHERE are 600,000,000 people in the world 

to-day who cannot read, and one-half of the 
human race is without access to a physician and is 
rotting with disease.” 

This was a startling statement made by Dr. S. 
Earl Taylor, one of the missionary secretaries of the 
Methodist Mission Board, at Rehoboth Church, in 
Frankford, on its annual “Missionary Day.” For 
more than three-quarters of a century it has been 
one of the most liberal churches in Methodism. The 
Sunday-school as well as the church membership is 
not allowed to forget its obligation for world evan- 
gelization, and the whole Sunday-school hour on 
Missionary Day is devoted.to hearing some striking 
story of the world’s need, such as Dr. Taylor told 
on this occasion. 








On the Missionary Firing Line 


Bibles in China.—In China last year 7,000,000 Bibles were 
sold, and 20,000,000 more could have been sold. 


A Knock at Our Own Door.—In Western Canada 100,000 
Orthodox Greek Church Russian adherents have settled, 
among whom the Baptist have a few missionaries and the 
Presbyterians one mission. 


Fruitage from Madagascar Missions.—Both in France and 
in the Balkans, Malagasy Christians, who are participating 
in the world war as sharp-shooters, drovers, and artisans, 
are proving a powerful influence for good by their earnest- 
ness in private devotion and in attendance upon services. 

High Cost of Living Worldwide.—Food prices afe rising 
the world over. Not only in China but in Tibet is this so. 
Eggs formerly sold there at one cent for eight, but now one 
cent buys only two. In Turkey flour and rice are ten 
times their normal value. 


Tibetan Sir Walter Raleighs.—Christian and Missionary 
Alliance missionaries have done for Tibet what Sir Walter 
Raleigh did for Ireland, in introducing into the hermit na- 
tion the Irish potato, which is adapted to the soil_and 
which is becoming a staple food product. 

Bulgaria Friendly to America.—Bulgaria under no circum- 
stances can be induced to take sides if America and the 
Central Powers go to war. This is the opinion of Dr. E. E. 
Count, superintendent of Methodist missions in Bulgaria, 
as expressed in the April Missionary Review of the World. 

Methodism’s Gordian Knot.—The Methodist Church is 
wrestling with the problem of getting a big enough build- 


ing to house the delegates who will attend its centenary of © 


missions in 1919. The Sunday-schools wish to send 10,000 
delegates, and the Epworth Leagues 5,000 more, not to 
speak of the churches themselves. 


- 


The Sunday-school on this day gave $1,253.04, 
of which the Senior Department contributed $859.34, 
the Intermediate $109.93, the Junior $150.67, the 
Primary $78.66, and the Beginners 28. <A 
pupil from. each class carried the class. envel- 
ope to the secretary's table. The church itself 
gave $1,263 to foreign missions, so that the total 
contribution for Missionary Day amounted to 
$2,516.04. The total gifts for all benevolent causes, 
outside of its own support, from this . church 
amounted this year to $7,667. Rehoboth Church has 
a membership of 800, but is not, in any sense a 
wealthy church. 

In presenting the world’s need from another angle, 
Dr. Taylor said that there are 7,000 girls in Japanese 
factories to-day, 25 percent of whom never go back 
home and 50 percent of whom die of tuberculosis. 
Japan in her imitation of the West has imported its 
spirit of industrialism. How different from the 
Japan of about half a century ago, when one Japan- 
ese often spent a lifetime in decorating a single vase. 


we 
Satan Tries to Regain a Lamasery 


“WEDGE” in the far northwestern province of 

Kansu, in China, has been driven into the 
closed country of Tibet by the Christian and Mis- 
sionary Alliance, and a thrilling story of the Lord’s 
dealing with him and his co-laborers away up 
in the Roof of the World is told by the Rev. William 
Christie, one of the pioneers of the Alliance work 
there, who is now in this country on furlough. In 
an address at the Alliance Tabernacle in Philadelphia, 
Mr. Christie stated that during these twenty-one 
years the Alliance has won 510 converts, of whom 
seventy backslid, while about forty have gone to be 
with the Lord, so that now on the Chinese-Tibetan 
border the Alliance has thirteen stations and out- 
stations, with eight congregations consisting of four 
hundred members. There are eighteen missionaries 
and twenty-three native helpers at present engaged in 
the work, which costs less than $7,000 a year, main- 
taining five schools with eighty-three Christian chil- 
dren in them. 

Tibet is estimated to have from 6,000,000 to 
10,000,000 of people, and one million of these are lo- 
cated in Ando Province, where the Alliance has its 
two frontier stations at Chone. 

It costs something to be a Christian on the 
Tibetan border, and Mr. Christie says that time 
and again their converts have been strung up by the 
thumbs, and sometimes they are attacked by hired 
murderers. Tibetans are still bitterly opposed to 
foreigners. 

Mr. Christie and his colleagues have had many 
marvelous deliverances from death. In answer to 
prayer an ancient lamasery, about to be abandoned, 
was secured by the mission. When, however, it was 
discovered that for the first time a rendezvous of 
the priests in this priest-worshiped land had actually 
passed into the hand of the hated foreign devils, 
great opposition was aroused. The first prolonged 
efforts to oust the missionaries failed. So dangerous 
was this invasion of one of Satan’s last strongholds 
considered that word was sent to Peking, soon after 
which one of the greatest of .the Manchu viceroys 
was sent all the way from the capital of China to 
dislodge the missionaries from this old ‘Tibetan 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 22 (John 12 : 1-11) 


monastery. The Viceroy induced the Tibetan chiefs 
to accuse the- missionaries of illegal alge be 
offering to buy back the lamasery. It was finally 
found, however, that the accusations would not 
stand in law, and then Satan stirred up the wild 
mountaineer tribes, and one night One hundred and 
sixty mountain tribesmen attacked the lamasery. 
There were eighty white and native Christians inside 


of it, only five of whom were men of white blood. ~ 


Mr. Christie and his colleagues got word of the ap- 
> a of the tribesmen, but was refused protection 
y the local authorities. 

“Then,” said Mr. Christie, “I did what I had never 
done before. I went to the Colonel in the town near 
by, and asked for the loan of four rifles. They were 
twice refused, but upon a third application, I se- 
cured them just before nightfall. At one o’clock in 
the morning I was on guard on the third terrace, but 
before I knew it five of these wild tribesmen had 
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leaped the south wall, and rushing forward succeeded 
in opening the iron gate, whereupon sixty of these 
tribesmen rushed into the compound. By this time 
I had called the other four men, and taking the posi- 
tions assigned the battle opened and lasted twent 
minutes. It was a miracle we were not massacred, 


4or the routed tribesmen left tofches all around the 


place made of resinous pine splinters with European 
matches in the end, so that they could be struck and 
quickly ignited. These men had come to massacre, 
to loot, and to burn. The Tibetans left three dead. 
We had no loss of life; not even a window-pane was 
broken. I have been quite severely criticised for 
making this defense, by some of my own people, and 
I only did it in order to save the lives of our women, 
and the Lord has never condemned me for it.” 

Throughout that whole country the repulse is con- 
arg a a victory for “the Jesus God” over the gods 
of Tibet. 








-God’s Highest Purpose in the Plagues 


Archeology questions whether they were sent merely to make Pharaoh let Israel go | 


¥ By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 





self down from a pinnacle of the temple and 
astonish the multitude was a complete failure. 
That kind of temptation, like every other kind, 


Ts devil’s attempt to induce Jesus to cast him- 


always failed with Jesus: he could not be induced to. 


do amazing stunts to make the people gape and stare. 
Had he tried that, he would have failed. He said 
as much when he replied to the devil, “Thou shalt 
not tempt the Lord thy God.” I speak reverently 
but seriously when I say that had he attempted to 


work a miracle merely for popularity, he would have, 


failed. Yielding to the temptation, he would have 
sinned, and the divine power cannot be prostituted to 
evil: Every attempt to lay the divine power under 
tribute to the grotesque for the entertainment of the 
people condemns itself as a fraud. Modern spirit- 
ualism is refuted, so far as being divine, by the 
trivial things to which it descends. a 

These illustrations formulated into a principle 
mean simply this, that a high moral purpose is an 
essential mark of a miracle. In the account of the 
plagues in Egypt, “wonders” and “plagues” are used 
as eguivalent terms; that is to say, the account places 
the emphasis upon the wondrous. character of the 
events, the miraculous element rather than the nat- 
ural. The plagues were embodied in natural events, 
as we have seen in a preceding article, “Archeology’s 
View of Egypt’s Plagues,” in The Sunday School 
Times*of January 20, but that natural embodiment 
had a miraculous soul. The most important thing in 
the plagues was not the events, but God in the events, 
doing “wonders.” 


God Met Skepticism’s, “Show Me!” 


Yet it was not an age of “wonders.” Moses ob- 
jected to his miraculous mission: “But, behold, they 
will not believe me.” He anticipated the skepticism 
even 8f Israel. This skepticism is a large asset if 
the credibility of the whole narrative. hey were 
not ready to believe every claim of a message from 
God, not every remarkable event to be a miracle 
wrought by God. Moses knew this, and dreaded 
to appear before the people with miraculous claims. 
Not only do we in this scientific and philosophic age 
demand a great. moral purpose worthy of God, but 
the people in that age also demanded to be properly 
impressed to believe in any pretended miracle. 

The great moral purpose that marks these as real 
miracles’ contemplated the end from the beginning. 
The last and culminating plague of the ten was an- 
nounced at the outset: “I will slay thy son, even thy 
firstborn” (Exod. 4:23). The moral purpose was 
also revealed in ever increasing clearness and power 
as the series of plagues proceeded until the final cul- 
mination. It is sometimes superficially assumed that 
the purpose of the plagues was the deliverance of 
the Israelites from bondage. But this was only an 
immediately practical outcome, an incidental purpose. 
The great purpose that more than anything else 
marks these strange events as truly miraculous, and 
that lifts the whole series out of the-character of 
mere afflictions and torments, was to discredit the 
gods of Egypt, and to prove Jehovah himself to be 
Lord of all the earth. And these two are but two 
aspects of one great moral purpose, to prove the 
being and supremacy of God. 

First there was an ever-increasing discrediting of 
the gods of Egypt and their votaries until, at first 
the magicians, then the people, and at last Pharaoh, 
acknowledged the religious beliefs of the Egyptians 
discredited and God proved to be, and to be supreme. 
The visitation of the hail so impressed and terrified 
Pharaoh himself that he said, “The Lord is righteous, 
and I and my people are wicked.” Even the threat 


of locusts so terrified the people and Pharaoh’s ser- 
vants that they tried to persuade him to make some 








arrangement with Moses and Aaron, saying to 
Pharaoh, “How long shall this man be a snare unto 
us? let the men go, that they may serve the Lord 
their God: knowest thou not yet that Egypt is de- 
stroyed?” (Exod. 10:7.) The king’s pride was yet 
too great to yield, but the actual presefce of the 
locusts soon wrung from him the most plausible ap- 
pearance of repentance yet shown by him: “Now 


- therefore forgive, I pray thee, my sin only this once, 


and intreat the Lord your God, that he may take 
away from me this death only.” So the contest went 
on until, at the first born’s death, Egypt awoke in 
the night with one horrified cry coming alike from 
the hovel of the poor, the palace of the rich and from 
the king himself on the throne. To escape the terror 
of Israel’s God, they “thrust” Israel out. 

Here was a change of opinion more remarkable 
than the repentance of the Ninevites at the preaching 
of Jonah, the acknowledgment by. proud Egypt of 
the supremacy. of the God of despised slaves. How 
was this change of opinion brought about? It was 
first by the discrediting of the gods of Egypt, the 
most. immediate, though not, as we shall presently 
see, the most important effect of the plagues. It 
was declared beforehand that God would ‘do “all” 
his wonders, and at the last that the plagues were 
to “execute judgment upon the gods of Egypt.” 
So completely was this done that the hold of the 
Egyptian pantheon upon the minds of the people 
must have been shaken off almost entirely. The Nile, 
one of the earliest, and always one of the greatest, 
of the gods of Egypt, giving life and abundance to 
the land, was polluted and turned into an object of 
loathing, a source of disease and death. The frogs, 
revered symbols of one of the popular representa- 
tions of the goddess Hathor, now became objects of 
disgust, filling the very temples with defilement. 
The magicians, the representatives of the gods, were 
discredited and humiliated and compelled to ac- 
knowledge their utter defeat. Pharaoh himself, 
claiming divine lineage while yet on the throne and 
apotheosis after death, who was, in reality, in the 
practical religion of the people, a god, was utterly 
humiliated and almost flouted by these representa- 
tives of slaves who came and went at will in-and out 
of his palace. And at last the sun, the greatest of 
all the gods of Egypt, was blotted out from view in 
a palpable darkness. Thus from the defiling of the 
god Hapi, the Nile, below, to the extinguishing of the 
light of the sun-god, Ra, above, through the long 
series of plagues extending over nearly a year there 
came the repeated blows of strange divine judg- 
ments that struck at the gods of Egypt until it must 
have been that the popular belief in them was totter- 
ing to the fall.- 


Could a God of Slaves Be Supreme? 


But this discrediting of the gods of Egypt, the 
immediate intent of the plagues, was not the ulti- 
mate divine purpose. The humbling of Egypt was 
of great importance, yet it was comparatively of 
trifling importance in the presence of that proving of 
God himself which was announced from the begin- 
ning as the intent of the judgments upon Egypt in 
the words, “And the Egyptians shall know that I am 
the Lord” (Exod. 7:5; cf. 8:22). 

All we have seen of the “wonders” does not prove 
a single miracle until we see God himself in a great 
divine purpose worthy of God. The human mind 
to-day cannot be convinced of a manifestation of the 
Almighty unless he, at the same time, appear as the 
Holy One in some great holy purpose. Weare now 
to see God in the “wonders.” 

The plagues did result incidentally in the release of 
Israel from bondage, and they did discredit the gods 
of Egypt, but the great moral purpose of the plagues 
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was the proving of God. Jehovah declared to Moses 
his purpose to prove his existence and his power and 
his supremacy to the Egyptians. Pharaoh chal- 
lenged at once and haughtily the claims of Jehovah. 
Thus the issue was clearly drawn and the case pro- 
ceeded according to the eternal principles of Justice. 
en an issue is drawn in juridical proceedings it 
is obligatory upon each side to stand to the issue un- 
til the other has full opportunity to present his evi- 
dence and prove his contention, or else make com- 
plete retraction. Pharaoh was unwilling to retract, 
and God justly made him “stand” until the claim of 
ag to be and to be supreme was fully estab- 
ished. In the popular language of the Bible, this 
making Pharaoh: “stand” to the issue until the case 
was fully proved is also called the “hardening” or 
“making strong” of Pharaoh’s heart. As God’s great 
purpose in the plagues lifted them clear out of the 
category of mere affliction on. to the high plane of 
great revelatory providences, so now the hardening 
of Pharaoh’s heart is stripped of every appearance 
of harshness and stands out as the exaction of a 
fundamental right in juridical proceedings which 
compels every litigant to come into court and stand 
to the issue until his opponent has full opportunity 
to present his evidence. 
_ We have not yet seen all the greatness of God's 
holy purpose in the plagues of Egypt. When, in this 
age of God’s mercy, does he ever send his great 
judgments that he does. not also make offer of his 
mercy? The direst threatenings of the prophecies 
of the Old Testament always close with the vision 
of the glory of the days of his mercy; and does he 
not everywhere, in his ordinary providence, so cou- 
ple evil consequences with evil deeds as to consti- 
tute an ever-repeated call to repentance? And it is 
often overlooked that God in his proving of himself 
to Pharaoh by such marvels of terror also proved 
himself a God of mercy. The revelation of this 
character began to Moses before he was sent to 
Pharaoh. At the burning bush, by revealing himself 
as one whose presence gives light and does not con- 
sume, in an age when men thought the gods dwelt in 
darkness and were dangerous, he set the revelation 
of his mercy as the great object to be attained in all 
the course of revelatory providences then beginning. 


When Blood Marks Spelled Mercy 


This merciful character of Jehovah began to 
come out most clearly in the plagues when separa- 
tion was made between pel and the Egyptians, 
making. known thus that God had mercy upon those 
who acknowledged him. This mercy was emphati- 
cally declared to the Egyptians in the warning given 
before the plague of hail when deliverance was prom- 
ised to every Egyptian who believed and gave heed 
to Jehovah by housing his cattle. The startling 
climax of this revelation of God’s mercy in these 
“wonders” was when the people were commanded 
to put the “blood of the lamb” upon the door, and 
the angel of the Lord passed over every such door, 
but entered for death every door not marked with 
the blood. Perhaps not even the Israelite saw as 
yet this “blood of the lamb” clearly as the “Blood 
of the Lamb,” but the merciful opportunity which 
Jehovah was willing to give could not be lost upon 
the Egyptian who saw the strange blood mark in 
the evening and found, in the morning, life within 
that door and death within every door that was with- 
out the blood mark. Would he not wish he had done 
as the Israelite? and if any did kill the passover 
lamb and put the blood mark at the door, think you 
there was not deliverance in that house? Never 
again was there such striking and impressive revela- 
tion of the saving mercy of God until the “Blood 
of the Lamb” was-shed on Calvary. As it was when 
He was lifted up, he drew all men unto him, so here 
in Egypt, it was not the Israelite only that saw his 
mercy, but the Egyptian, and, in and through him, 
the Gentile world. 

In the presence of such significance of the plagues 
in Egypt, all questioning of the divine use of evil 
in dealing with this world tends to pass away. The 
solution of the problem of the use of evil in dealing 
with a sinful world never elsewhere appeared so 
clearly. In the sufferings of Job, in that sublimest 
of all poems, we see the use of evil in perfecting the 
righteous and in pointing the way to that living 
world where, in immortality, the inequities of this 
life will be justified, so here in the proving of God 
to the Egyptians, inthe sublimest act in the tragedy 
of the world until the scene on Calvary, we see the 
use of evil in bringing a lost world to a Lsowledge of 
God, and the setting of the mercy of God before it. 

Note now, how, though we set out from natural 
events and not, in the first instance, from archeologi- 
cal evidence, we have arrived, at last, at the fullest 
knowledge and credence of the “wonders” that took 
place in Egypt in the days of Moses. The continuity 
of nature holds here as elsewhere, and, because of it, 
we know that these natural events, enacted in such 
remarkable way and exact timing, fitly embody the 
miracles recorded of Moses in the old time; and the 
purpose of God manifest in them justifies, by its high 
moral character, divine use of evil and the miracu- 
lous intervention of God. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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LESSON 4. 


Golden Text: She hath done what she could.—Mark 14: 8 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


FTER the Civil War the citizens of Hartford, 
A Connecticut were talking about some public 
memorial to be erected in that city, in expression 
of their love for the soldiers and sailors of Connecti- 
cut who had lost their lives in the war. It was sug- 
ested that this memorial might take the form of a 
ibrary building, this having the advantage of being 
not only a permanent expression of loving remem- 
brance, but also of permanent usefulness to the liv- 
ing. At this General “Joe” Hawley, much respected 
and loved, and later United States Senator from 
Connecticut, spoke, with great positiveness, some- 
what as follows: “I hope this memorial will not 
take the form of a library. I hope it will not take 
the form of anything useful. We do not want a 
utilitarian memorial. We want something that will 
be simply and solely an expression of our love for 
the dead, having no value whatsoever except as an 
expression of love.” is 
The General’s intensity of earnestness in urging 
as a memorial what some would call “useless” love 
met responsive hearts, and the beautiful Soldiers’ and 
Sailors’ Arch, that stands to this day in Bushnell 
Park, in the center of Hartford, was the result. 


Our Background Material 


Here is one of the incidents in our Lord’s life 
recorded in three of the Gospels. It is a good oppor- 
tunity to have the class read the three parallel ac- 
counts and compare them: Matthew 26: 6-13; Mark 
14: 3-9; John 12: 1-11, Have them compare also the 
incident recorded by Luke (7: 37, 38) ; this incident, 
which must be of another anointing and by another 
woman, is placed by Professor Riddle in his Outline 
Harmony at Capernaum in the summer of A. D. 28, 
while the Bethany incident is placed in April of 
A. D. 30. (Riddle’s Harmony is invaluable for both 
teacher and class, for giving the parallel Gospel ac- 
counts of each event, or showing what events are 
given only in one or another Gospel. An interestin, 
class exercise can be had by assigning the paralle 
accounts in the different Gospels to different mem- 
bers of thé class in advance, and have them report 
on what differences or additional facts they find in 
one Gospel or another. The Harmony may be had 
from The Sunday School Times Company; 10 cents 
in paper, or 25 cents in cloth.) 

Show that seeming contradictions or discrepancies 
in the accounts are only seemingly such, never actual; 
as when Matthew and Mark mention the anointing 
of the head, while John mentions the feet; on this 
point see Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 1). 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face: figures at the end 

of certain pacegrapne in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Those whom Jesus has raised from the dead, like 
Lazarus (v. 1), can sit at meat with him (v. 2). 
Have the class read aloud, from Scripture references 
given to them on slips of paper, such passages as 
Revelation 3:20; Ephesians 2:4, 5; Revelation 
19:9. Making a supper for Christ, after cocapeing 
His invitation to supper, is illuminatingly discusse 
by Dr. Griffith Thomas (III, 4). 

Is sentiment a practical thing? Let the class dis- 
cuss this; then suggest that John 3:16 gives the 
answer. 

Five striking facts enter into Mary’s expression of 
her sentiment for her Lord. 

She took a pound of ointment (v. 3); it was a 
large quantity; love does not deal in minute quanti- 
ties, but gives in an unmeasured way. 

It was pure nard; unadulterated, unmixed; love’s 
motives are pure and unmixed; there is nothing back 
of them but love. 

The ointment was very precious. Love deals in 
costly things,—the costliest it has; it may cost the 
giver all. ‘ 

She wiped his feet with her hair; love’s service is 
a personal service,done by one’s self, not delegated 
to another. 

Finally, her love was poured out on Jesus; and the 
‘supremest expression of any one’s love is love for 
Jesus, whose love-for us is the supremest expres- 
sion of love. 

Evidences of Mary’s deep love and devotion and 
her unusual way of expressing it are discussed by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 1); and the costliness of 
her gift (II, 2). Why real love loves to give costly 
and precious things to the loved one is clearly shown 





APRIL 22. JESUS ANOINTED AT BETHANY 


John 12: 1-11. Commit verses 2, 3 


{The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee Fae | is the lesson helps is 
ohn 12: 1-11 


t Jesus therefore six days before the passover came to 
Bechany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus raised from the 
dead. 2 So they made him a supper there: and Martha 
served; but Lazarus was one of them that 1 sat at meat 
with him. 3 Mary therefore took a pound of ointment of 
2 pure nard, very precious, and anointed the feet of Jesus, 
and wiped his a with her hair: and the house was filled 
with the odor of the ointment. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one 
of his disciples, that should * betray him, saith, 5 Why was 
not this ointment sold for three hundred ¢ shillings, and 
given to the poor? 6 Now this he said, not because he 
cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and having 
the = bag * took away what was put therein. 7 Jesus there- 
fore said, 7Suffer her to keep it against the day of my 
burying. 8 For the poor ye have always with you; but me 
ye have not always. 

9 The common people therefore of the Jews learned that 
he was there: and they came, not for Jesus’ sake only, but 
that they might see Lazarus also, whom he had raised from 
the dead. 10 But the chief priests took counsel that they 
might put Lazarus also to death; 11 because that by reason 
of him many oi the Jews went away, and believed on Jesus. 


1Gr. reclined. *Or, liquid nard *®Or, deliver him up 
*The word in the Greek denotes a coin worth about 
eight pence halfpenny, or nearly seventeen cents. 5 Or, 
box Or, carried what was put therein 7Or, Let her 
alone: it was that she might keep it 


The American Revision copyright, 1901 
by Thomas Nelson & Sons , 








hy Mr. Ridgway (1). A beautiful evidence of this 
in the Bible a mother gave to her boy is described 
in The Round Table (1) ; and Pucker’s Class learned 
something about the lavishness of love (Mr. 
Rogers, 1). 

o more awful introduction and description of 
any human being could be given than those words 
“that should betray him,” said of Judas Iscariot 
(v. 4). Anything that such a man says must be 
viewed with caution or suspicion. Yet his words in 
verse 5 seem plausible. See what the class think. 
Then give the Holy Spirit’s flood of light on Judas’ 
criticism in verse 6. 

Some University of Pennsylvania students called 
on a Philadelphia business man to ask his corntribu- 
tion to the foreign missionary work of the Christian 
Association of the University. He replied that he 
was not interested in foreign missions. when there 
was so much to be done right there at home in Phila- 
delphia. If the University were doing anything for 
the needy people of Philadelphia, he said, he would 
be interested in that sort of a proposition. His callers 
said they were very glad he had let them know his 
thoughts frankly, for he would be glad to know that 
the University Christian Association conducted a very 
practical Settlement work in the heart of a needy 
part of the city, and they would welcome his con- 
tribution to that. And the man ‘coughed slightly, and 
said they had better come and see him some other time! 

No, the critics of the lavishly loving givers are not 
unselfish givers themselves. Mr. Ridgway (3) spoke 
some straight-from-the-shoulder words one _ time, 
“in meeting,” on this subject. He shows also (2) 
how often people are criticized for making sacri- 
fices, how seldom criticized for making money. 

Was “Bulldog Jones” right (Mr. Rogers, 2) in 
Saying that Judas was right in his criticism even if 
he was a bad man? See what the class think. 

The English of the King James or Authorized 
Version of verse 7 is easier to understand than the 
Revision; it reads, “Let her alone: against the day 
of my burying hath she kept this.” That is, she was 
keeping this ointment for the day of. his burial, and 
had used it in that way now. The meaning of the 
verse is discussed by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 3). 

No one in the entire world needed expressions of 


love as much as our Lord did just then; this is ~ 


brought out in Pucker’s Class by Mr. Rogers (2). 
In his word about the poor our Lord may have 
meant that the disciples were to look after the needs 
of the poor, while at the same time not hesitating 
to show their love, as Mary had done, for. Himself; 
“These ye ought to have done, and not to have left 
the other undone” (Matt. 23:23). Or on the other 
hand, if they had to choose between ministering, just 
then, to the poor and ministering to the Lord, they 
were right to turn away from the poor, and put 
Jesus in first place. Let us be in no doubt about that. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


One whom Jesus has raisea from the dead (Eph. 
2:1) should always give such evidence of super- 
natural power and life within him as to challenge the 
attention and interest of others. Are we doing this? 

f we do, we may be sure we shall be honored, as 
Lazarus was, by the active opposition and enmity— 
yes, deadly enemity—of Satan and the human ene- 












mies of Christ. The chief priests wanted to put 
Lazarus out of the way. The enemies of Christ will _ 
want to put us out of the way. “A disciple is not 
above his teacher, nor a servant above his lord” 
(Matt. 10: 24).. If we decide to “know him, and the 
power of his resurrection” (Phil. 3:10) we may be 
sure that the devil will take notice of us and the 
pewer of our resurrection; and. then the deadly at- 
tacks by the Adversary will come. For we shall be 
the cause of others believing on Jesus. (A striking 
evidence of the resurrection life in a Christian physi- 
cian is described in The Round Table, =). This is 
worth getting killed for, if necessary. * praise 
God, they are the attacks of “an already defeated 
foe”; and simply by using the “shield of faith,” let- 
ting Christ fight the fight for us, we shall “be able 
to quench all the fiery darts of the evil one” 
(Eph. 6: 16). 


Teaching Points 


The sort of supper that was given at Bethany is 
interestingly described, in detail, by Dr. Mackie. 

Test the Unspeakable Gift of John 3:16 by the 
characteristics of Mary’s gift, as set down in “The 
Lesson Itself” above. 

Mary’s act of unmeasured, costly, personal love 
could not be concealed; it filled the whole house, and 
has filled nineteen centuries. “Murder” is not the 
only thing that “will out”; “love will out” also, “Be 
sure your sin will find. you out” (Num. 32: 23); but 


®@ also “Be sure your love will find you out.” 


“Me ye have not always” (v. 8). The time would 
come when they could not minister to Jesus in his 
personal, physical presence. Yet he said later, “Lo, 
I am with you always, even unto the end of the 
world” (Matt. 28:20). But the Bible plainly dis- 
tinguishes between the personal, visible, physical 
presence of Jesus, and his invisible spiritual presence 
with and in the believer. We have the latter in un- 
broken continuity when we have received him as 
Saviour. We shall have the former when he comes 
again (John 14:3; 1 Thess. 4:16, 17). 

Don’t make the common mistake of using the 
Golden Text as though it meant, “She hath done 4 
very little, but it was the best she could do, poor 
woman!” “What she could” was a wonderful, costly, 
precious thing, Do not let us talk about doing what 
we can until we have at least done in accordance with 
Mary’s standards of unmeasured, costly, lavish giv- 
ing, the giving of our: best. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


What was the significance of the passover feast 
(v. 1) in connection with this general time in our 
Lord’s earthly life and ministry? 

Give in class the incident of the “girl Judas” de- 
scribed by Miss Frederick; then ask how far that 
girl was really like Judas Iscariot. 

How does deliberate sin against God, as in Ju- 
das’ case, blind us to the finer things in life? 

How many of Jesus’ hearers understood what he 
meant by “the day of my burying”? (v. 7.) 

_ What sort of life do you think Lazarus must have 
lived after he was raised from the dead? Put your- 
self in his place. 

How can we decide whether an action that our 
love prompts us to do would be extravagant? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 


suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Jesus Welcomed as King (John 12: 12-26). 


If we want to understand the real meaning of 
what is happening day by day, we must be thoroughly 
familiar with our Bibles, studying them constantly. 
Something unusual happened to Jesus on one of his 
visits to Jerusalem; it had been fully set forth in the 
Old Testament, the Bible that the disciples of Jesus 
had; but they did not understand it: If they had 
kept closer to God and their Bible, they would have. 
Our lesson tells the story of this. 


What did the multitudes mean by “King of 
Israel”? (v. 13.) 

Write out the prophecy of verse.15 as it is given 
in the Old Testament. 


What “sign” is named as the reason for the multi- 
tudes flocking after’ Jesus at this time? 


What do you think was the reason of the Greeks 
for desiring to see Jesus? 


Why would Jesus not see the Greeks? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 22 (John 12: 1-11) 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


I. What Are the Facts? 

Connection.—The effect of the raising of Lazarus 
was immediate and important, and on account of the 
definite hostility of the Jewish leaders Jesus with- 
drew again to the wilderness country northeast of 


——— 11: 54-57). But the nearness of the 
assover-led people to seek for him, and the rulers 
took steps to make sure of his apprehension if he 
appeared. It is thus seen that the restoration of 
Lazarus was the immediate occasion of the Saddu- 
cean chief priests determining to take action, be- 
cause their beliefs were thereby threatened. Then six 
days before the Passover, Jesus left Ephraim for 
ane (Mark 10:32), taking the road through 
erea by Jericho, where he called Zaccheus (Luke 
19:1-11) and*healed Bartimeus. The anointing by 
Mary is recorded also by Matthew and Mark, but is 
iven in another connection for a special purpose. 
ut John gives the eyent in its order. 


Persons.—Lazarus, Mary, and Martha were the 
three friends of Christ from Bethany of whom the 
record speaks in other-connections (Luke 10: 38; 
John 11;1, 2). It is also pretty certain that Simon 
the leper was the host (Mark 14:3) of whom we 
know nothing else. There are several Simons’ re- 
corded in the Gospels. 

Place.—Bethany, where Lazarus and his sisters 
lived, was a village on the east slope of the Mount 
of Olives, two miles from Jerusalem. It must be 
carefully distinguished from the Bethany in Perea 
(1:28), which some call Bethabara. 

Time.—A. D. 30, end of March or beginning of 
April. The Passover was celebrated on the day be- 
tween the evening of the 14th, Nisan, and the even- 
ing of the 15th, so that the day of arrival at Bethany 
six days before would be the 8th or the oth, corre- 
sponding to our Friday or Saturday. 

Books.—Vollngr, “Students’ Life of Christ” 
(Revell, $1.25 net), pp. 199-209; Smith, “Students’ His- 
torical Geography of the Holy Land” (The Sunday 
School Times Company, 75 cents), p. 24; Riddle, 
“Outline Harmony of the Gospels” (The Sunday 
School Times, 25 cents), section 113 (see also sec- 
tions 101-112); Croscup, “Historical Charts of the 
Life and Ministry of Christ” (Sunday School Times, 
$1), section 130 (see also sections 116-129). 


II. What Do These Verses Mean? 


Verse 1.—Passover. An annual feast recording the 
deliverance from Egypt (Exod. 12) and observed 


. for seven days. 


Verse 2—Swupper. Perhaps a special entertain- 
ment celebrating the restoration of Lazarus and 
given in honor of Jesus Christ. 

Verse 3.—Pure nard. The word may mean “pure” 
or “liquid” (see margin). The nard is said to be an 
Indian plant, the oil of which enclosed in flasks is 
sealed and the neck has to be broken when put to 
use (Mark 14:3). Matthew and Mark mention the 
head of Jesus and say nothing of the feet. It was 
a. custom among Orientals to anoint the head and 
feet of guests as a token of special honor (Psa. 
23:5). To wipe them with the hair was extraor- 
dinary, because of Oriental etiquette forbidding a 
woman to appear with unloosed hair. Mary’s action 
was thus unusual, but testified to her deep love for 
Christ; for, not content with the usual marks of re- 
spect, she wished to express in her own way her 
special devotion. It was an instance of zeal break- 
ing through the bonds of etiquette for a noble end, 
yet there was nothing indecorous in her conduct. (1) 

Verse 5.—Three hundred shillings. The coin was 
worth about seventeen cents, and so the full amount 
would be about $50. (2) 

Verse 6.—Took away. The word may mean “car- 
ried” or “purloined,” most people thinking that it 
was the latter. It is the same word as “took up,” 
used in 10: 31. 

Verse 7.—Keep it. A difficult verse, but the gen- 
eral meaning seems clear. Mary’s thought ex- 
pressed for her by Christ meant that she was in- 
tending it in connection with his burial. It would 
seem as though he expressed in full her unuttered 
and perhaps only half-formed intention. It has been 
suggested that holy indignation filled our Lord’s 
breast, as he thought of the fiypocrisy of Judas in 
contrast with the touching act of the woman. He 
could see in her service something more beautiful 
than even she herself knew. It was thus a spon- 
taneous tribute of love, and, as such, he recognized 
and approved of it. It would be, as it were, a me- 
morial in advance of the event. (3) 

Ill. The Heart of the Lesson 

The story is particularly remarkable for its record 

of different attitudes to Christ, and, as these are 


pondered, we may discover what our own is and 
also what it should be. 
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1. Contact with Christ. As we think of Simon, 
Lazarus, Martha, and Mary, we cannot help seeing 
four kinds of personal, spiritual contact with Christ. 
be Simon stands for salvation, as symbolized by his 

eliverance from leprosy. (2) Lazarus remifds us 

of life, as we think of his recent resurrection. 
(3) Martha, in her service.and activity, suggests 
work for the Master. (4) Mary, in her attitude and 
action, reveals what we understand by consecration. 
These four together give us the true meaning of the 
Christian life. 

2. Criticism of Christ. This is seen in Judas, 
whose remarks were altogether unworthy of the 
occasion and did not express his real sentiment. It 
is often the case that men criticize from wrong mo- 
tives, revealing one thing and concealing another. 

3. Curiosity about Christ. This is seen in the com- 
mon people (v. 9). Love to Christ was apparently 
not the supreme motive, but only curiosity to see 
Lazarus after his resurrection. Curiosity of this 
sort usually.does not lead to anything deeper, but 
often tends to become dissipated in mere interest 
that never reaches spiritual blessing. And yet we 
know that, in some cases at least, the sight of 
Lazarus led to the acceptance of Christ (v. 11). 


4. Craftiness against Christ. This is seen in the 
chief priests (vs. 10, 11), who were determined to 
take action not only against Christ himself as 
already decided (11:53), but also against Lazarus, 
through whom many of the Jews were actually be- 
lieving on Jesus. This shows the awful extent to 
which sin will go when it is determined at all costs 
to oppose what it knows to be right. 

As we consider these attitudes we notice the sig- 
nificant words: “There they made him a supper.” 
Have we one for him? Have we a feast to give to 
him? If we have only a crust, no gifts, no position, 
little influence, few opportunities, he will as gladly 
accept and make use of that little as if we had great 
position, power, influence, and capacity. But, be- 
fore we can make him a supper, we must accept the 
one he has made for us, the supper of salvation 
(Luke 14), to which he invites us and says, “Come; 
for all things are now ready.” (4) 

IV. The Lesson Outlined 

. Simon entertaining (Mark 14: 3; Luke 7: 36-43). 
. Lazarus feasting (John 12:2; Isa. 55:1, 2). 
Martha serving (v. 2; Luke 10: 38-42). 

Mary anointing (v. 3; Luke 7: 44-50). 

. Judas murmuring (vs. 4-6; John 6: 70, 71). 

. Jesus vindicating (vs. 7,8; John 12: 44-48). 

. People seeing (v. 9; John 6: 25-27). 

. Priests plotting (vs. 10, 11; Matt. 16: 1-4). 
Wycuirre CoLLece, Toronto. 


ON Aud wb ot 


' The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Up in Lancaster County.—They made him a sup- 
per there, and Martha served (v. 2). To my notion 
the best modern stories are those of Mrs. Martin 
picturing the thrifty “Pennsylvania Dutch.”. “Tillie,” 
“The Crossways,” “Barnabetta,” although a little 
overdrawn are in a general way true to the life. 
Among these splendid farmers and village folks 
Martha always serves. If you are invited to eat, as 
you surely will be, you will get the best meal you ever 
had. Three or four kinds of flaky pie with a rice 
puddin’ to top off with—and such a rice pudding! 
Nor will the dinner be served in courses or in baby 
tureens. Everything will be in sight and in quantity 
on the table, and the good word -wil! be, “Now 
reach to and help yourself a’ready.” Your hostess 
and her daughters, “the women folks,” in little 
white caps and with great aprons over their 
gowns, will not sit down with you but will hover 
over you like ministering angels, seeing that your 
plate is kept full with such home-raised good 
things as you never before ate. Agricultural Lan- 
caster and her neighboring counties do not go in 
for style for the outside, but when it comes to the real 
things of life they have solved the problem. Be- 
cause first of me these Mennonite, Amish, Dunker 
folks are devout followers of Jesus. The Master has 
a place at every meal.where these Martha’s serve. 
The Bible is taken from cover to cover in its every 
word. Some of them even to the washing of each 
other’s feet. You have only to ride through the 
magnificent farmsteads with their great double- 
decker barns and the trim fields smiling in the sun 
to see the promise of God fulfilled befcre your eyes 
(Psa. 37:3; Joel 2:26; Matt. 6:33). 


Your Very Best.—A pound of ointment... very 
precious (v. 3). Those who have followed these 
notes for the ten years know that one of the things 
always insisted upon is that true love always brings 
its best. When I buy candy for myself I generally 
get the “Special to-day 19 cents.” I like “sour-balls” 
and “all-day suckers,” one cent each. Also “’lasses 
jack.” But when I bring a box for her majesty yon- 
der, busy with her sewing, I always get Somebody's 
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Best. My little box says in the sweetest way to her, 
“Old girlie, the best there is is none too good for thee.” 
This was somewhat how Mary felt when she went to 
the sacred place where girls, since time was, keep 
the pressed flowers, the little ribbons, the faded let- 
ters, and other precious things of girldom. Taking 
the best she had to give, she brought it to Jesus as an 
expression of her love. And the Master’s heart was 
thrilled by it, as is the heart of any real man when 
love thus speaks (Luke 7:47; Phil. 3:7, 8). The 
other day the father of one of the public school 
teachers across the street died. Two of her little 
boys got fifteen cents together somehow and bought 
six carnations and carried them around to their 
teacher’s home. . I saw many large and costly floral 
designs banked about the yo Be, of the dead man, but 
to that daughter the sweetest and most touching 
offering was the six carnations from the two little 
boys. Can any one guess why? Well, when you have 
guessed that secret you have the secret of all true 
giving, from Mary’s day to this. (1) 


Giving to God.—Why was not this ointment sold 
for three hundred shillings, and given to the poor? 
(v. 5.) This old cry prevails to this day. If you 
should have two going factories both making lots of 
money to which you gave twelve to fifteen hours a 
day six days a week, folks interested in you would 
smile and say, “Jones has a snap and is getting rich 
fast.” But if you have two Sunday-schools, after 
noon and morning, or two missions, and superintend 
and teach and visit the sick and attend other services 
ONE day in the week, these same friends say, “Now, 
Jones, you are doing entirely too much. Firsf thing 
you know you will , Fann a nervous breakdown.” In 
other words, Jones making money is all right, but 
Jones making sacrifices is all wrong. “I am afraid 
you are wasting your time and energy up there at 
Rock Run,” was said to us some twenty years ago 
when every Sunday in the Run was a carnival of 
booze and a gun and razor field day. To be sure we 
might have taken the money we have spent every 
year and bought food and clothing for the poor up 
there—but just come up next Sunday when we have 
our jubilee and let us show you some home-coming 
Rock Run “boys” and “girls.” Yes, and little old 
Rock Run as sweet and quiet and as orderly as ‘the 
graveyard up the creek at Brandywine Manor Meet- 
ing House. What is given to Jesus can never be 
wasted. So pour out your ointment with a lavish 
hand (1 Cor. 15:58; Matt. 25/40). (2) 


In New England.—Not because he cared for the 
poor (v. 6). Once upon. a time I was anchored in a 
little town-in New England on a Wednesday night. 
I dropped into the first church I came to for prayer- 
meeting. The minister was away and the Women’s 
Foreign Missionary Society had the meeting. They 
were considering China and presented the usual in- 
teresting report of the great missionary things go- 
ing on there. When the meeting was thrown open 
for everybody a pompous and voiceful man got up 
and with great vigor criticized the attention to the 
heathen abroad when there were so many heathen 
at home “right in this very town,” yes, sir! That 
was more than I could stand, so I arose and told him 
some things. I had just been with Robert E. Speer, 
a secretary of the Foreign Mission Board of the 
Presbyterian Church, and with John R. Mott, head 
of the Foreign Mission work of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association. I told the man‘ that though 
I had never seen him before nor knew anything about 
him, I would wager he did not cdo one single thing or 

ive more than a pittance for “the heathen at home.” 
n the enthusiastic reception I got from the women 
after the meeting I learned I’ had guessed right in 
sizing up my man. Folks who talk big about doing 
for the “poor at home” rarely do anything for the 
“poor at home.” The same big hearts do all the 
giving in town. The man who gives to the Village 
Improvement Fund is the man who gives to all the 
other good things. The man who gives nothing for 
foreign missions gives the same princely sum to the 
Soup Society and the hospital and the children’s play- 
ground and all the other home mission enterprises in 
which he believes (?) so heartily (Matt. 15:8; Ezek. 
33:31). (3) ; , 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 


yw 
The IHlustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday School Times 

three full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 

If coming later they may not be considered at all. Do 
not submit illustrations without first securing a circular 
that explains the acceptance of material, and the year’s 
lesson calendar, which will be sent for a twe-cent stamp. 
All readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this 
department. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal les- 
son illustration used, and two dollars for the best one each 
week. 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, and will stand a better chance of accept- 
ance than illustrations on the Golden Text. 

Love’s Lavishness.—V ery precious (v. 3). I have 
paid fancy prices for many a book on my shelves, 
but there is no single volume that cost as much 
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as did the Bible my mother gave me 
when I was seventeen. It was the very 
best of its kind that she could get, and 
she bought it at a time when we had 
as little money as we ever had, when in 
matters of food and clothing we were 
practising rigid economy. But she 
wanted me to know (and I did know— 
though she never told me) that the 
Bible she bought for her boy had cost 
her something—Sent by Frederick 
Hall, Dundee, Ill. (1) 


Not Worth Waking For.—Why was 
not this ointment sold for three hundred 
shillings, and given to the poor? (v. 5.) 
“Having in my youth notions of severe 
piety,” said a Persian writer, “I used 
to rise in the night to watch, pray, and 
read the Koran. One night as I was 
engaged in these exercises, wt Ages a 
man of practical virtue, awoke while I 
was reading. ‘Behold,’ I said to him, 
‘thy other children are lost in irreligious 
slumber while I alone wake to praise 
God.’ ‘Son of my soul,’ he answered, 
‘it is better to sleep than to awake to 
remark the faults of thy brothers!’ ”— 
From Architects of Fate, by Orison 
Swett Marden. ent 4 mma C. 
Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. The prize for 
this week is awarded to this illustra- 
tion. 


Economical.—Why was not this oint- 
ment sold for three hundred shillings, 
and given to the poor? Now this he 
said, not because he cared for the poor; 
but because he was a thief, and having 
the bag took away what was put 
therein (vs. 5, 6). These miserly peo- 
ple, “remarks the St. Louis Globe-Dem- 
ocrat, reap nothing but discomfort from 
their false economies. Take, for ex- 
ample, the case of Mrs. Silas Long, of 
Sussex. “Martha,” said old Silas one 
day, “I think I'll go and get a few 
apples from the orchard.” He looked at 
her timidly. She said: “Well, be care- 
ful now, Si, only to pick the bad ones.” 
“Suppose there ain’t no bad _ ones, 
Martha?” Then ye’ll have to wait till 
some goes bad, of course,” the old lad 
snapped. “We can’t afford to eat good, 
sound fruit worth three cents a bushel.” 
—Sent by James D. Lawson, Charlotte- 
town, P. E. I. 


If We But Knew.—Me ye have not 
always (v. 8). 
If we but knew that through the closing 
door 
Some one we love would enter nevermore, 
Would we not hasten with our richest store? 
If we but knew! 


If we but knew that from the market-place 
Soon we should miss some kind, familiar 
face, : 
Would our cold greetings not be touched 
with grace? 
If we but knew! 


Dear Jesus, patient, understanding, kind, 

We are Thy lost sheep in a winter wind, 

Forgive us that we are so wilful, blind! 
Teach us to know! 


—From Annie S. Swan in British 
Weekly. Sent by J. A. Clark, Wake- 
field, Eng. 


Revealing the Risen Life. — They 
came, not for Jesus’ sake only, but that 
they might see Lazarus also, whom he 
had raised from the dead (v. 9). The 
world was watching this man who had 
been raised to life; they watch every 
one who has new life in Christ. What 
sort of a testimony are our lives telling 
forth? A young woman came before 
the Session of a Presbyterian Church 
and said she wished to unite with that 
church. No one present knew her; she 
made an unusually clear confession of 
faith, impressing the minister so much 
that he asked her how she had been 
led to Christ. “Through Dr. S.,” she 
replied. “Is Dr. S. a friend of yours?” 
she was asked. “No,” she said, “I have 
never met or even seen him.” She was 
a telephone operator and had had 
night service from 9 P. M. to 3 A. M. 
“Receiving many calls for this physician 
she had more than omce rung his bell 
by mistake. Always he answered not 
only with courtesy, but with a voice 
that showed no trace of impatience. It 
was such a grateful relief from the 
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surly sleepy voices of others awakened 
at midnight, or the harsh expressions 
directed at her when she called a wrong 
number by mistake, that she finally be- 
came deeply interested and wanted to 
know the secret of the difference be- 
tween Dr. S. and other men. She 
learned that Christ was supreme in his 
heart and life. Soon Dr. S.’s Saviour 
was her Saviour.—From The Sunda 
School Times, Sent by Fred H. Wil- 
son, Union Missionary Training Insti- 
tute, Brooklyn, N. Y. (2) 


ve 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


HEY made him a supper there 

(v. 2). The semi-public nature of 
the occasion suggests Martha’s initia- 
tive. Palm branches at the door and a 
row of small lamps along the edge of 
the flat roof of the house intimated the 
honor that was being paid to the guest 
and his disciples. 

Many of the Oriental dishes required 
elaborate preparation, but there was no 
trouble about such accessories as chairs, 
plates, and cutlery. Five or six men,— 
women were not of the company on 
such occasions,—sat on the carpet or 
on cushions around each low circular 
table, provided with several earthen- 
ware hand-pitchers of water, and an 
allowance of three small flat loaves for 
each guest. Hands were washed and 
the sleeve was rolled back from the 
wrist of the right hand. Grace was 
said, the immemorial Jewish form be- 
ing, “We thank thee, O Lord, maker of 
heaven and earth, who bringest up 
bread out of the ground.” On the cen- 
ter of each table, and within easy reach 
of those sitting around it, was placed a 
common dish containing cooked food of 
meat and vegetables, changes being in- 
troduced as the meal proceeded in both 
meat and vegetables and the manner of 
cooking them. Each, when helping 
himself, tore off .a small piece of bread, 
folded it so as to form a scoop or spoon, 
and with this he lifted out a portion 
from the central dish, the meat and the 
spoon together forming a mouthful. 
The fingers were not allowed to touch 
the food in the dish, and the same piece 
of bread was never used twice. Each 
drank water from the pitcher without 
touching the mouth of the vessel with 
his lips, an art which, like that of swim- 
ming, needed initiation. 


And Martha served (v. 2). She rep- 
resented the house as hostess, and her 
service was chiefly that of withdrawing 
and presenting the central dishes as the 
meal proceeded. Mary seems to have 
been in another room or in the kitchen, 
engaged with some helping neighbors in 
preparing and serving up the various 
dishes to be presented by Martha. 


Mary therefore took a pound of oint- 
ment of pure nard (v. 3). After the 
meat dishes had been served, and her 
sister had laid fruits and nuts on the 
tables, Mary was free to enter with the 
aromatic spikenard. It refreshed the 
air of the room, laden with the heavier 
smell of cooked meat. It was a cus- 
tom usually confined to the rich and 
great and to the honoring of some illus- 
trious guest. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecyprt. 
ue 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we have so little shown our love for thee! 
How selfish we have been about time and 
money and le given for thee! May we 
learn to be free and unafraid in our spend- 
ing in thy service, not keeping for our- 
selves what is most precious, but placing at 
thy disposal all that we have. May we re- 
member thy gift to the world, O Christ, 
and speak no more to one another about 
what we have so foolishly called our sacri- 
fices for thee. In thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Did you ever look 
through your old toys to see what could 





be given away? Or your old books? 
A man who gathered many books for his 
library used to go through his stock of 
volumes about once a year, and give 
away what he had decided were not well 
worth reading. Generous, wasn’t he! 
And when you went over the old i 
did you pick out for others some of the 
best you had, or mostly what you could 
not use any more? 

Some of us sort over our lives in that 
way. We count up time, and give Jesus 
what we don’t want for something else. 
We estimate our strength, and so often 
let Jesus have the fagged-out left-over 
part of it when the best of it has been 
spent on ourselves. We count up_our 
talents and so often turn the least use- 
ful over to Jesus, and cultivate the most 
valuable for selfish gain. 

That’s why we sit up with a look of 
wonder and a catch in the breath when 
we hear of some one who has poured 
out time, or talents, or possessions—the 
whole toy-basket sometimes—or life it- 
self for Jesus. Don’t you suppose He 
wonders why we oak 4 wonder at such 
a loyal deed as giving freely for him? 

If we’ve been holding back anything, 
just giving him what we couldn’t very 
well use in any other way, let Mary 
teach us something to-day, with her out- 
poured treasure. 


unvs QUTPOURED Live 


What is my gift? 














Well; it ought to be all we can make 
it, I’m sure, and not merely what we 
can spare. Oh, no, you never can re- 
pay Jesus. Don’t imagine you can. 
But you can show him that you love 
him. How will you do it? Let us pray. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

we 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“When morning gilds the skies.” 

“ Jesus, the very thought of thee.” 

“ My life, my love, I give to thee.” 
“Jesus is all the world to me.” 

“TI love Him, don’t you?” 

* Jesus.” 

“ Majestic sweetness sits enthroned.” 
“O, could I speak.” 

** My Jesus, I love thee.” 


(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.”) 
Psalm 116: 1-14 (235 : 1-3). 
Psalm 116 : 15-19 (233 : 10-12). 
Psalm 62: 1-12 (122: 1, 2, 5, 6). 
Psalm 4 : 1-11 (125 : 1-3). 
Psalm 148 : 1-14 (323 : 1-3). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—God loveth a 

cheerful giver. 

Notes.—Read parallel accounts in 
other Gospels. Provide a picture show- 
ing guests reclining at table. 

f small picture cards are given to 
the children be sure to give the picture 
related to this Sunday’s lesson, showing 
Mary and her gift, with the memory 
verse: She hath done what she could. 
Never give to Primary children the 
next Sunday’s picture card. They are 
too young for lesson preparation and 
should take home as a reminder the 
picture and text related to the story of 
the day. A shepherd picture belonged 
with last Sunday’s “Good Shepherd” 
story. How inappropriate it would have 
been to give a picture of Mary wiping 
the feet of Jesus with her hair, unless 
the story had first been told. To-day 
it would be equally useless to give a 
picture of the “Triumphal Entry.” 
That story and picture belong together 
next Sunday. 

Review.—Have you thought about the 
Good Shepherd since last Sunday and 
what he would do for _his sheep? 
(Among other items be sure that the 





APRIL 7, 1917 


anointing of the bruises with oil is re- 
called.) The Shepherd Psalm helps us 
to think about our Good Shepherd. 
Repeat the twenty-third Psalm and sing, 
Saviour, like a shepherd lead us. 

In the psalm we say, Thou anointest 
my head with oil. ay and priests 
were anointed to show t they were 
set apart for special work. ‘ 


Lesson Story.—A beautiful new story 
to-day tells how Jesus was anointe 
with very precious perfume. (All chil- 
dren, especially girls, love perfume. 
Provide a small bottle. Put a little on 
the handkerchiefs or clothing of sev- 
eral children so that the whole room 
will notice the edor of the perfume.) 

supper was served in Bethany, 
where the friends of Jesus lived. It 
was springtime, almost time for the 
Passover Feast, which Jesus and his 
disciples loved to attend. A crowd was 
gathering in Jerusalem year by. 

Jesus and his disciples stopped in 
Bethany and were invited to this sup- 
per. is best friends were there: 
Lazarus and his sisters, Mary and 
Martha. They loved Jesus more than 
ever since Lazarus had been raised from 
the dead. 

The supper was served in the house of 
Simon, a leper, who must have been 
cured by Jesus. Martha helped to 
serve. e Bible does not tell what 
they had for supper. Only men were 
at the table. They reclined on couches 
with their heads toward the table and 
their feet resting on the couches. 
Lazarus sat at the table with the men. 

While supper was going on, Mary 
quietly entered the room carrying a 
beautiful vase of perfume. She slipped 
to the couch where Jesus reclined and 
poured some of the precious perfume 
on his head and feet, then she wiped 
his feet with her long hair. 

In a moment the odor of the perfume 
filled the whole room. Everybody no- 
ticed it and saw Mary wiping the feet 
of Jesus. Some thought it was a great 
waste to use perfume in that’ way. 
Judas Iscariot, one of the disciples, 
spoke right out, Why wasn’t this oint- 
ment sold and the money spent for the 
poor? 

Now Judas did not care very much 
about the poor people, but as he carried 
the money bag for the disciples he 
wanted the money to use. 

Jesus knew that Mary had been won- 
dering what she could do to show her 
loving thanksgiving for the things 
Jesus had taught her and for raising 
her brother. Jesus knew that Mary had 
used her most precious treasure, the 
lovely perfume, to prove her love. 
Jesus said, She has done what she could; 
she has wrought a good work upon me. 
Wherever this Gospel is preached, what 
Mary has done shall be told as a me- 
morial for her. She has done this for 
the day of my burying. You have the 
poor with you always, but you will not 
have me always. (Mention the thou- 
sands of Sunday-schools telling to-day 
about Mary’s gift.) 

Mary gave her best cheerfully. 

* God loveth a chterful giver, 

He has asked us to freely give 
Our love and our money to others 
To teach them the right way to live.” 


Some of the common people heard 
that Jesus and Lazarus were at a sup- 
per in Bethany, so they came hoping to 
see them. At the same time the chief 
priests were planning to take Jesus 
and Lazarus too and put them to death 
because so many Jews became interested 
afid believed on Jesus. 

Lesson Expression—Let each child 
tell, write, draw, or indicate in some 
way how he would like to show his love 
for Jesus. 


Peoria, ILt. 


A harmony of the Gospels shows what 


parts of the narrative are given in each: 


of the Gospels; the order of events, the 
time and place. Riddle’s Harmony is 
a help you will especially need in 1917. 
It may be had as a pamphlet to fold 
within your Teacher's Bible, at to .cents, 
or in cloth at 25 cents from The Sunday 
School Times Company. 





a 

















LESSON FOR APRIL 22 (John 12: 1-12) 


My Class of Girls 
By Miss Bernice Frederick 


EACHERS are urged never to read 

the suggestions of this column un- 
til after they have carefully studied the 
material offered in the general lesson 
articles in each issue; and have read 
any other special articles on the lesson. 
After thus mastering the subject-mat- 
ter, teachers should prayerfully con- 
sider the practical applications of the 
lesson and seek to bring these out in 
class by illustrations, homely remarks, 
suggestions from everyday experiences, 
questions, discussions, etc., suitable to 
their girls. 

This lesson offers excellent oppor- 
tunity to appeal to the impetuosity, 
generosity, and hero worship inherent 
in adolescents. It is justifiable to play 
upon these sensitive characteristics in 
an effort to produce spontaneous, whole- 
hearted, unselfish appreciation of Jesus. 
Make the story vivid and real by throw- 
ing in some such present-day parallels 
as follow. 

Ointment, Very Precious.—In one of 
our large universities some years ago 
the only child of a very wealthy widow, 
an idolized daughter, was stricken with 
appendicitis. Owing to a weak heart 
the operation was very dangerous, and 
her life hung in the balance for days. 
After her recovery the surgeon pre- 
sented his bill which the mother re- 
turned the following day with a check 
for more than twice its amount. When 
able to travel comfortably the mother 
and daughter took a short trip to: the’ 
nearest large city. While there the 
daughter expressed a desire to purchase 
a gift for the doctor who, she felt, had 
performed a miracle upon her. The 
mother gladly consented, and they se- 
lected, after considerable deliberation, 
a beautiful and expensive picture which 
was ordered sent to his office. 

The last day of their stay in the city, 
while passing a jeweler’s shop, the 
daughter chanced to notice a beautiful 
stick-pin. She called her mother’s atten- 
tion to it, and as they stood admiring it 
the girl said, “Mother, you. know 
should just love to give that pin to 
Dr. D. I just hate that pin he wears. 
Where do you suppose he ever got the 
thing ?” 

“I’m sure I do not know, dear, but if 
you want him to have this one 
we'll certainly see that he has it,” 
replied the mother. 

So the next day this young girl 
joyously tripped into the doctor’s 
office and, in response to the ex- 
pression of his appreciation. for 
the gift of the picture, she laugh- 
ingly said, “Well, all the thanks I 
want is for you to take off that 
hideous old stick-pin. It keeps 
folks from recuperating quickly.” 

Deftly she removed and replaced 
it with the new pin. The doctor, 
deeply touched, took both her 
hands in his and looked earnestly 
into her face. His eyes filled, and 
unexpectedly he said, “Miss Maud, 
you shower me with gifts for sav- 
ing your physical life. What do 
you offer Jesus, who died to save 
your spiritual life?” And a sec- 
ond miracle was performed. 

A Girl Judas.—Two wealthy girls 
were discussing their Christmas 
presents. 

“Mabel, what possessed you to 
give Miss N. that expensive laval- 
liere?” 

“Jane, she has done more for me 
than all the preachers I have ever 
heard. I love her. I owe her an 
eternal debt. And besides I wanted 
to see her beautiful neck appropri- 
ately adorned.” 

“Oh, yes, but she is beyond car- 
ing for earthly riches. She prob- 
ably preferred you to give her a 
few useful handkerchiefs and give 
the rest of the money to the new 
children’s hospital.” 

Uneasy and restless, Mabel soon 
took her leave. Hurrying home, 
she shut herself in her room and 
gave vent to her unhappiness in a 
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good cry. Suddenly she recalled that 
Miss N. always took everything to the 
Lord. Prayerfully she picked up her 
Bible. She naturally turned to John, her 
best-loved book, and her eyes fell upon 
12:6. It startled her. She read the first 
eight verses, and then, smiling, she said, 
“Lord,. if Mary’s spilling costly perfume 
wasn’t rebuked by you, I think you 
won’t put a black mark against me for 
giving your handmaiden a pretty keep- 
sake which she can turn into money any 
time she may need it.” 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read John 12: 12-26. 


1. How do.you think Jesus felt dur- 
ing the occurrences of verses 12 and 13? 

2. How would you feel if you knew 
that in order not to violate your con- 
science you were going to disappoint 
admirers? 

3. Give a_ practical application of 
verse 24 to girls of to-day. 

4. How could the Golden Text apply 
to every girl in your Sunday-school? 

5. What picture of great contrasts 
does Jesus paint? (v. 25.) 

6. Point out the glorious promise of 
this lesson (v. 26). 

Kansas City, Mo. 


Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View”’ 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


Showing Gratitude.—“They made him 
a supper.” Of course they did. Hadn’t 
he given them their brother back again? 
Teacher says an ungrateful person is 
one of the meanest beings on earth. He 
thinks that a boy who takes all that his 
parents give him and do for him, and 
then grumbles instead of thanking 


them, is like a pig that only grunts‘ 


when you feed it. 

“How much worse is it,” he asked, 
“when we receive life and everything 
else from our Heavenly Father and then 
refuse him our grateful love!” 


Her Best.—“ Martha served.” Mother 
says Martha was good at housework, 
and she showed her gratitude by heap- 
ing good things of her own cooking on 
Jesus’ plate. But Mary had one great 
treasure, and love told her to give it. 





Love is what makes a deed valuable. 
Mother says Judas priced Mary’s per- 
fumery way too low. (1) 


Sin-Blinded. — “Because he was a 
thief.” Poor old Judas couldn’t see 
anything in Mary’s act but a _ waste. 
Teacher thinks sin had blinded his eyes. 
Judas was the church treasurer and had 
yielded to temptation. First he “bor- 
rowed” a dollar to help meet a press- 
ing bill. He put it back next day and 
thought nobody knew it. Then he 
“borrowed” two, and was longer put- 
ting them back. Next he kept some of 
the change for his own use, and finally 
became a real thief, Teacher says 
that’s the way a thief always begins, 
and that each little act of dishonesty 
blinds his eyes to right and wrong. 
That’s how Judas could finally sell his 
Lord. He was blinded by his own sin. 
“Oh, boys,” exclaimed teacher, “if there 
is one thing you must watch it is to be 
scrupulously honest, even in pennies.” 


Practical Giving.—“Why was not this 
ointment sold?” Bulldog Jones thinks 
Judas was right even-if he was a bad 
man. What was the use of wasting all 
that perfumery on Jesus? A leper could 
have lived a year on that much money. 
But teacher held that no one needed it 
more than Jesus did. He was facing 
the cross alone. No one understood. 
Mary’s love comforted his lonely heart. 
Teacher says there are hungry hearts 
as well as hungry bodies, and that love 
is as necessary as bread. He says a 
bunch of flowers would do some women 
more good than a load of groceries, and 
for us never to let our mothers starve 
for lack of love tokens. (2) 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read John 12: 12-26. 
Why did Jesus ride on a donkey? 
Where did he get the donkey? 
Why was ‘the crowd so enthusiastic? 
What did the people expect? 
Why did some of them later turn 
against him? 
Is it a good thing to be popular? 
Terre Haute, Inp. 
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Method books you need in Sunday- 
school work are listed in The Sunday 
School Times’ book catalog. 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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[ Children at Home 





The Fen Folk 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 
(Concluded from last week) 


N a surprisingly short time all of the 

Band were back. Each one had been 
well drilled in his part of the fire- 
making. 

Alice-Palace had brought a double- 
handful of the dryest brown leaves she 
could find. 

Henny-Penny picked up nothing ex- 
cept the touch-brittle little twigs and 
stems of dead dry blueberry bushes, 
which burn furiously and with intense 
heat. 

Honey and Trottie brought in arm- 
fuls of dead scrub-oak trees, which 
make a clear hot fire, and sassafras 
saplings, which burn with a scented 


me. 

The Third and the Captain staggered 
in bearing pine-stumps which looked 
like prodigious double-teeth with long 
resinous _ roots. These had _ been 
grubbed up when the bog was made, 
and burned with a dull-red, intense 
glow. 

When the wood was all heaped up 
high to one side the Captain knelt down, 
and around Alice-Palace’s ball of dry 
leaves built a little tepee of tiny blue- 
berry twigs. Then came the blueberry 
bushes, and a pile of scrub-oak held 
down by anchors of pine-stumps. 

Alice-Palace, as the littlest of the 
Band, was allowed to light the fire. In 
a moment a stream of smokeless flame 
shot up, and a few minutes later there 
was a roaring pillar of fire five feet 

Then came wassail and feastings ga- 
lore. Each of the Band broiled a chop 
cunningly fastened to the end of a long 
five-foot oaken broiler. And - there 
were scones and rusks and cookies. The 
loving-cup—it was of the folding va- 
riety—was passed from hand to hand, 
filled high with more mulled ale of the 
cocoa-brand brewed by the Captain in 
a little aluminum skillet that he pro- 
duced from the mysterious depths of 
his khaki shooting-jacket. 

It was after all this revelry, 
when the pale winter sun was 
westering down the sky, that the 
tragedy of the day occurred. 

The Band had been exploring on 
their skates new bogs of the seem- 
ingly endless chain that stretched 
away through the woods. The last 
one was shut in by trees, and 
seemed deeper and with more 
springs beneath its surface, which 
made the smooth ice bend and 
crack gminously at times. Yet it 
was the most beautiful of all. 
Where grass-stems had _ touched 
the ice, dainty flowers of hoar- 
frost made wonderful patterns as 
if etched in rippled glass. Here 
and there were sheets of ice of a 
deep gleaming blue like that dread 
“paved work of a sapphire stone” 
about which the Band had read last 
Sunday. 

It was Honey, the adventurer, 
who discovered a new speedway, a 
long ditch at the far end of the 
bog, shadowed by sweet-gum trees, 
stretching between banks of aronia 
or choke-berries, both red and 
black, which were carpeted with the 
wine-red pyxie and the trailing 
cranberry vine with their leaves of 
crimson-lake, and here and there a 
scarlet berry overlooked by the 
pickers. Down the glimmering 
stretch he sped in spite of the Cap- 
tain’s warning shout. Suddenly 
just ahead gleamed a stretch of 
clear water where a-spring bubbled 
up. The ice was so transparent 
that Honey never glimpsed the 
difference until close to the edge. 
He tried desperately to stop; but 
one of his skates chose that mo- 
ment of all others to come off, and 



















































































Sunday, May 13, 1917 


“Honor thy father and thy mother, that thy days 
may be long upon the land which the Lord thy 
Ged giveth thee.”-——Exodus 20 : 12. 


An Order of Service 
for Parents’ Day, arranged by Mrs. Maud Junkin 


Baldwin, 











ARRANGED BY dn JUNKIN BALDWIN 


, 30 cts. a doz., 
of $2.25 a hundred, satin This new order of service 


contains appropriate hymns, . readings, responsive Scripture 
readings and recitations. 


Sample copies will be sent on request. 


Parents’ Day Invitation Post Cards 


Beautiful Design of “a in Colors. No. A, with 
Printed Invitation. No. B, without Printed Invitation. 
Price, 75 cents a hundred, postpaid. 








SEND FIVE CENTS 
for Complete Sample Set of 
Parents’ Day Supplies 
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The Fen Folk 


( Continued from preceding page) 
poor Honey fell flat on the crackin 
which, just as the Captain reached him, 
broke with a snap. 

Honey went up to his shoulders in the 
icy water, but grasping the Captain’s 
long hockey-stick was pulled out on the 
ice in a second. Immediately the water 
began to freeze, until Honey’s clothes 
clanked as he walked. The Captain 
pulled off his skates, poured’ the water 
out of his dripping shoes, and gave the 
long wailing owl-call, the Band’s signal 
of distress. They hurried up from dif- 
ferent parts of the bog to find Honey 
trying hard to smile-a wan watery 
smile, a difficult performance over chat- 
tering teeth. 

The Captain laced up the wet shoes 
again, wrapped his dry sweater around 
Honey’s shivering shoulders, and, hold- 
ing his wet hand in his, loped off for 
the cabin two long miles away, leaving 
the Third to convoy Henny-Penny and 
Alice-Palace, while Trottie raced back 
and forth between the van and the rear. 

“P-o-o-r Honey,” pitied Alice-Palace, 
“was he trying to catch a turtie?” 

“He hasn’t cried a bit,” reported 
Trottie to Henny-Penny, whose sensi- 
tive nature frequently took refuge in 
tears. Henny-Penny was much im- 
pressed. 

“Not even a littly bit?” he inquired 
anxiously. “Didn’t he make a whimpy 
noise ?” 

- didn’t cry neither,” boasted Alice- 
Palace, “when I falled down. I was 
going 'to,” she confessed, “but then I 
sawed some nice dear turties under the 
ice and I forgot to.” 

It was a long, cold two miles for 
Honey, even though cheered by condol- 
ences and conversation from the rear- 
guard; but the Cabin was sighted at last. 
It did not take the Captain a minute to 
start a roaring fire in the ten-foot fire- 
place. Honey’s wet things were peeled 
off in a jiffy, and he was rubbed down 
with a big scratchy towel until he 
turned pink all over. Then, swathed in 
a fuzzy warm bathrobe he sleepily 
watched his steaming clothes dry, while 
the Captain brewed another pot of 
cocoa. . 

Two hours later the Band were home, 
and horrifying Mother with tales of 
tumbles, turtles, camp-fires rescues, and 
other harrowing adventures by field 
and flood. 

“You're all so little,” she complained, 
hugging as many of them as she could 
reach, “it’s too dangerous.” 

“No-o-0 Muvvy, we love it!” . said 
Henny-Penny and Alice-Palace  to- 
gether. 

“Not with the Captain along,” asserted 
Trottie, holding tight to ome of his 
hands, while Honey and the Third 
divided the other. 

Mother gave the Captain a long 
_look—quite a nice look it was. 

“Well, perhaps not,” she admitted at 
last. 

HAverrorD, Pa. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





feted «gy of being helpful, family 
worship if conducted in a wrong 
spirit may become positively harmful. 
Here is a friend who tells me that 
1 awe worship was to her as a child 
and young girl a real stumbling-block in 
her way to a Christian life. The way 
in which it was conducted jarred on her 
sensitive soul and did not tend to make 
her love her Bible and prayer.. The 
arbitrary attitude of the father pre- 
vented conferring with the mother of 
a large family, who was without do- 
mestic help. At times unpleasant dis- 
cussions took place immediately be- 
fore family prayer, which drove out the 
devotional spirit. The prayers were too 
long and too personal, often those 
present being prayed at instead of be- 
ing prayed for. Inappropriately long 
Bible readings and lack of real sym- 
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pathy between father and children was 


APRIL 7, 1917 





SOMETHING *NU” 


ABPS Investments 


The American Publication So. 
ciety put the “nu” in 


This new plan not only provides a good 
meee, Sie somes f Sp Satins a 
memorial bearing 
or that of some fen, fr all ine to 


Bonds Fa wag and pd are abeohutly tale 
ness principles with sty = siies 
dollars in securities. 

The A. B. P. S. wee: Bas Sy years 
been writing these bonds, which 

Pay a larger steady income than you can 
safely get in any other form of invest- 
ment. Combined with a 

Splendidly organized plan of Christian 
Philanthropy in which every annuitant 
has a part. 

Many consider it the most attractive 
offer ever made. 

For full particulars and sample bond, write 

Department D, 

American Baptist Publication “sag 

1701 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

















Mother’s Day 


Rev. Charles M. Fillmore, author of the world- Ay 
song, “Tell Mother I’ll be ere,”” has prepared a 
new service for Mother’s Day, entitled A White 
Flower for Mother. ‘To those seeking a service for 
public performance we will send a same e copy, gratis, 
if they will mention The Sunday School Times. 

Rev. Mr. Fillmore has written another mother son 
that is regarded by all who paow. it as fully Het, ae ti 
not better than, “Tell Mother I'll Ther 
title of the later one is I'll Wear a White | Flower 
for You, Mother Dear. This new song should be 
in avery home. Published only in large sheet form. 
Mailed tor 25 cents. Mention The S. 5. Times. 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE 
528 Elm Street, - - Cincinnati, Ohio 
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another deterrent, and the entire affair 
was lacking in true fellowship. There 
is the form without the power and car- 
ried on in such a spirit it were better 
not to be, 


April 16 to 22 


Mon.—John 12: 1-11. Jesus Anointed at 
Bethany. 

To kiss or anoint the head was not 
uncommon, but to kiss or anoint the 
feet betokened either abject submission 
or profound respect. This was Mary’s 
signal testimony of her love for Jesus. 
What ointment have I that I can pour 
out to Him? What can I do for 
Jesus? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray to be able 
to foster love in the heart to the Per- 
son of our Lord Jesus; for a readiness 
to yield all to Him and to submit to 
his authority; for grace to run in the 
way of his commandments and to speed 
on the story of his cross. 


Tues.—Luke 10: 38-42. Friends of Jesus. 


The home at Bethany seems to have 
been a haven of rest to our Lord. There 
He was understood, loved, and hon- 
ored, and everything done for his com- 
fort. Albeit let us remember we glad- 
den him most when, Mary-like, we sit 
at his feet in fellowship and lowly rev- 
erence, 


Prayer Succestions: Let us give 
God thanks for our homes and pray 
that the atmosphere pervading them 
may be such as to gladden the heart of 
Jesus. Pray that all bitterness, ill-feel- 
ing, selfishness, and quarreling may be 
taken away, and that the different 
members of the family may cultivate 
the Christ spirit of love, kindness, for- 
bearance, patience, and helpfulness. 


Wed.—Mark 14: 1-11. Service of Love. 


What a marked contrast between the 
woman’s passionate love and the cold- 
blooded hatred of the rulers and the 
treacherous covetousness of Judas. 
Christ is a marvelous test, revealing the 
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Just a Minute!- 


By Dr. Charles Frederic Goss 
Price, 50 cents, net 
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Best Classic Music— 
Original Twopart Songs— __.. 
Highest Grade Gospel Selections— 
Easter and Christmas Music, and 

100 Original Sunday-School Songs (new) . 
éubilate +- Your School = A JoyFULL School 


$20, $25, $30, according to Binding 
Returnadble copy at our expense. 
HALL-MACK C0., 1018-1020 Arch St., Philadelphia 
F. E. Hathaway,West. Agt., 339 S.Wabash, Chicago 
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thoughts of many hearts. “You cannot,” 
says Spurgeon, “commit a greater crime 
against some people than to outrun 
them in love.” 


PrAYER Succestions: Pray for “those 
who are turned back from the Lord” 
that they may be turned again unto 
himself; for “those who have _ not 
sought the Lord nor inquired for Him,” 
that desires after Him may be created 
in: the soul, leading to a diligent search 
after the Lord and His righteousness. 


Thurs.—Matt. 26: 6-13. Precious Ointment. 


Nothing is too costly tod spend on 
Jesus. The disciples grumbled at what 
they called “this waste,” whereas noth- 
ing is wasted which we bestow upon 
him. Time, money, thought, or ser- 
vice, no matter how lavishly given can- 
not be overdone when our motive is 
“for his sake.” 


Prayer SuGcesTIons: Pray for the 
“Christian Student Movement” through- 
out the whole world; for the officers of 
the “World Student’s Federation,” for 
the students of every name and every 
mation. For all members of all univer- 
sities, colleges and higher schools; for 
the many students who have. left the 
different halls of learning for the strug- 
gle of the battlefields. 


Fri.—Luke 7 : 36-50. Example of Love. 


The woman had evidently been a 
great sinner, but in her penitence and 
contrition she put to shame the self- 
righteous Pharisee. Some love Christ 
so little that it may sometimes be 
doubted if they love Him at all. The 
woman had received a great pardon 
which caused her great love. 


Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for a 
great and new manifestation of divine 


power on the earth; for a gracious and 
glorious spiritual revival. Let us take 
no rest until the Lord visits His heri- 
tage with refreshing grace. Pray for 
the “Sunday Campaign” in progress in 
the city of New York; for the awak- 
ened and convicted that they may be 
saved, 


Sat.—Isaiah 61: 1-3. Divine Anointing. 


Prophets, priests, and kings were 
anointed for their special service and 
since Jesus came to sustain this three- 
fold office He was anointed with the 
Holy Spirit, the fulness of which He 
claimed. Those whom God appoints to 
service He anoints for it, thus fitting 


Prayer Svuccestions: Pray _ that 
every believer may know something of 
the anointing of the Holy Spirit for 
service; that Christians everywhere may 
| cease attempting to do God’s work in 
the energy of the flesh and rely abso- 
lutely upon the arm of the Lord. Pray 
for the Jews in every synagogue that 
they may see Christ in the reading of 
the Old Testament Scriptures. 
Sun.—Mark 12: 28-34. The Great Command- 

ment. 

Love is the file-leader among the 
emotions of the soul. Loving God with 
all the heart, soul, mind, and strength 
will effectually wean us from all those 
things which would rival him and en- 
gage us to those things with which He 
is well pleased. Duty is lightsome 
where love reigns. 


Prayer SuGcestions: Unitedly let us 
bear up in prayer the President of the 
United States; the members of Con- 
gress, and all officers of the State. 
Pray for all world rulers and earthly 
potentates; that righteousness may 
characterize the high places of the 
earth and that rulers and kings may be 
submissive to the King of Kings. 


New York City. 








The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, April 22 
How Lying Undermines Character 
(Lev. 19: 11, 12; Prov. 6: 16-19). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—The first lies (Gen. 3: 4, 12). 
Tues.—Cain’s lie a subterfuge (Gen. 


», 43.9) 
Wed—Leads to deception (Matt. 2: 
1-8). 
Thurs.—Leads to meanness (Luke 20: 


20-26). 

Fri.—Lying fears man, dares God (Acts 
§ : I-11). 

Sat.—Where lying ends (Rev. 21 : 8). 





them for the undertaking. . 
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SPECIAL PROGRAM FOR 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL 








has been arranged for 





this important event, which 


ment of our nation, but also 


CENTENNIAL DAY | 


A nation-wide observance of the one hundredth anni- 
versary of organized Sunday-school work in America 


| | 
SUNDAY, MAY 6th, 1917 | 














Every Sunday-school in the country is invited to participate in 
is intended not 
and celebrate the beginning (in May, 1817) of that great con- 
structive work which has been such a potent factor in the develop- 
to promote greater interest and co- 


operation in future Sunday-school work throughout the country. 


CENTENNIAL PROGRAMS FREE 


only to commemorate 





nion, is now ready and is being 


who intend to participate in this event. 











How may we avoid habits oft falsehood? 
What harm does lying do? 
* What is the social standing of the liar? 


N ANY other basis than that of ab- 
solute truthfulness the very founda- 
tions of human confidence, of man’s 
trust in man, are dissolved. The allow- 
ance of the “principle of falsehood by 
the recognition of the justifiableness of 
any lie, as Dr. Thornwell said, “would 
obviously be the destruction of all con- 
fidence.” You hold that a lie is some- 
times justifiable. How can I know 
when you think it is? The circum- 
stances may be such as to lead me to 
feel that at whatever cost or pain to 
you, you owe me the truth, and you may 
think that they are such as to warrant 
you in lying to me. This transfers the 
moral foundations of society from solid 
principle to the utterly precarious and 
unreliable basis of individual caprice, 
and will often substitute falsehood 
springing from cowardice for the solid 
and unshifting and courageous truth. 
we 
Lies are anti-social. They disinte- 
grate human associations and pollute the 
( Continued on next page) 








ANNIVERSARY 


A complete, attractive program for Sunday-school Centennial Day in pamphlet 
form, including songs (words and music), issued by the American Sunday School 
i is being furnished free to all Sunday-schools, upon 
request, in the quantity required. Hundreds of applications already have been , 
received from Sunday-school workers of all denominations throughout the country, 
Those who have not yet entered their 
requests for samples should do so without delay. Time is short, the supply on 
hand is limited, and we cannot guarantee to fill last-minute requests. Write to-day. 


LITERATURE 














The American Sunday-School Union (non-denominational), the pioneer organiza- 
tion of America, will also celebrate its hundredth anniversary throughout the week 
beginning May 6th. By creating special books, periodicals and supplies for the 
Sunday-schools of America, and by organizing an efficient force of field workers 
{now numbering over two hundred and thirty), this Society has succeeded in 
establishing more than one hundred and thirty thousand Sunday-schools, 
from which thousands of successful churches of various denominations have developed. 

A series of pamphlets describing the work of this Society, past and present, in its 
many interesting phases, will be forwarded, prepaid, upon request. These pamphlets 
are of special interest to every Christian citizen regardless of creed. Address the 


Anniversary Committee 


American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


























To Honor Mother 
By Mrs. Mary Foster BRYNER. 
Price, 30 cents a dozen,or $2.25 
a 100, postpaid. 

An Order of Service for M 

Mother’s Day 

Arranged by ANTOINETTE ABER- A 
NETHY LamMorREAUx. Price, 25 
cents a dozen, or $2.00 a 100, Y 
postpaid. 


each. 40 cents a dozen, or $3.00 


Celluloi Q 
With Silk Tassels. Price, 4 cents 
@ 100, prepaid. 1 


_ Celluloid Button 
Price, 20 cents a dozen,or $1.50 
@ 100, prepaid. 


| Send for Sample Set | ' 
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The Westminster Press 
Headquarters: PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Bldg. 


Nashville 
Pitteburgh 


New Yerk Chicago Cincinnati 
St. Louis Sen Francisco 














Are You Clear 

on the Deity of Christ ? 
g Can you make clear to others the 
grounds of your belief in his deity ? 
@ Do you know what John’s Gospel 
actually teaches on this theme of 
themes ? 
q@ In the first six months of 1917 you 
are in the thick of all the ques- 
tions that are likely to be put to the 
teacher of the Gospel according to 
John, and particularly as to the 
deity of our Lord. 


q A little book that you will find 
very illuminating is 


The Deity of Jesus Christ 


By the Rev. Dr. S. W. Pratt 


q It is an ‘‘inductive study of the 
Gospel of John to ascertain from an 
analysis and classification of its 
teachings what rank this Gospel 
gives to Jesus Christ.” 


q It will help the teacher to focus 
upon the whole subject of the deity 
of Christ the results of a close and 
careful and reverent study of John’s 


testimony. 

50 cents, postpaid 
THE Sunpay ScHoot Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia 
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Young People’s Prayer Meeting Tt See Soe 
(Continued from preceding page) 










organization of men in societies. This 
was Paul’s view. He forbade falsehood 
and required absolute truth each man 
with his neighbor, on what ground? 
Because “we are members one of an- 
other.” Any untruth is immoral on per- 
sonal grounds, but it is also illegiti- 
mate for social reasons. “Truthfulness,” 
declares one, “is owed to society as 
essential to its integrity. It is the in- 
dispensable bond of social life. . . . The 
liar is rightly regarded as an enemy of 
mankind. A lie is not an affront against 
the person to whom it is told, but an 
offense against humanity.” All lies are 
treason to society. 





























Not only is a lie inconsistent with the 
character of God and with human in- 
tegrity, destructive of the foundations 
of human confidence, of all knowledge 
and of organized society, but we could |” 
not conceive of Christ as lying. “How,” 
asks Dr. Dorner, “shall ethics ever be 
brought to recommend the duty of ly- 
ing, to recommend evil that good may 














OURGIFTTO You ||. & 
JUST ASK FOR IT 3 


AHOME EXCURSION 
INTO BIBLE LAND 


come? The test poy is whether Ka Illustrations of Bible The Christian Herald Bible et 
could ever imagine Christ acting in this : ouse, New ” i 
way.” And all noblest men we could Sernes and Bile ‘Fruthe. Picture Stories free to all. G. 
not longer deem noble, if we knew that Beautifully Printed in : Se be ins Pi . 
they deemed the duty of truth only a Many Colors on Good ree te SF 7) Pn ing Picture Book, . 
relative duty and felt entitled to deter- Paper Br an Ilumi Pof the Holy Bible 
mine when they might indulge in a lie. Wah Vv er aaa  ecrsag 
ith V erses y It will Enchan 

The great heroes like Stonewall Jack- Selected from the Bible. FREE for the ASKING Member of the Fanzly. 
son and Chinese _—— make no — The Story of the Pic Sb cshids da ciel e 
for lies or untruth of any sort in their : _ the tures - Js a samp 3 
ethical convictions,  feckeon’s _ blog: is Told by Fikes dhe This is Picture Stories of the Bible—The Pictorial Bible Study the 


Christian Herald will present it free to you. 


Best Verses to Them. Simply send in the Request Card belo 
PICTURE STORIES piirso ae yo z 


OF THE BIBLE 


Christian Herald has 
undertaken. 


BIBLE STORIES 
TOLD IN PICTURES - 


rapher, Colonel Henderson, of the 
British army, speaks of “his rigid re- 
spect for truth,” which “seemed to 
strengthen the impression that he was 
morbidly scrupulous. If he _ uninten- 
tionally. made a _ misstatement—even 
about some trifling matter—as soon as 
he discovered his mistake, he would 
lose no time and spare no trouble in 


718 


CobbWmH 


hastening to correct it. ‘Why in the 
name of reason,’“he was-asked, ‘do you 
walk a mile in the rain for a perfectly 
unimportant thing?’ ‘Simply because I 
have discovered that it was a misstate- 
ment, and I could not sleep comfortably 
unless I put it right.’” 


we 
“If you tell the truth,” wrote Gordon 
to his sister, “you have infinite power 
supporting you; but if not, you Have 
infinite power against you. The chil- 
dren of kings should be above all de- 
ceit, for they have a mighty and a jeal- 
ous Protector. We go to other gods,— 
Baal, etc..—when we lie; we rely on 
other than God. We may for a time 
seem to humbug men but not God. It 
is indeed worldly silliness to be deceit- 
ful. .. . Oh! be open in all your ways. 
It is a girdle around your loins, 
strengthening you in all your wayfar- 
ings.” It is the fearless and exception- 
% 6's veracity of such men which gives 
bm their power. To the men of ac- 
lowledged highest character no lie is 
stifiable. They do not gird their loins 
~ ith deceit. In their inward parts is 
=“ uth. - 

we 
To rely on lies is to build on fog 

istead of solid ground. 

The ‘man who makes use of lies never 
knows what the right course is. Each 

lie loses it for him. 


Pleasure and Profit 
Our Picture Stories of the Bible isa 
worthwhile diversion that will hold you 
absorbed and enthralled just because of 
the pleasure and interest involved ; yet 
while fitting the verses to the pictures 
you will be astonished to find what a 
deep insight you are obtaining into the 
verses and the scenes shown by the pic- 
tures—thus mastering many Bible truths 
which before had escaped you, and do- 
ing so almost unconsciously, through 
the medium of the diverting picture- 
pastime. What a wonderful way this 
is, toc, of bringing the beautiful story 
of the Bible home to the children! 
But it will interest you older people 
also, for the pictures have an ever 


new appeal for. all! 





OurSupplyisLimited 


Our edition of “Picture Stories is some- 
what limited, as we could not estimate 
the number we would be called upon 
to supply, and did not wish to print 
more than would be required. In view 
of our experience in somewhat similar 
offers we urge you to order immediately, 
if you 8 to be sure of receiving 
promptly your copy of Picture Stories, 
which .comprises. the entire home di- 
version, complete—including rules for 
home competitions, suggestions for mak- 
ing it the basis of evening gatherings, 
etc., as well as the pictures in color, 
the list of verses, sind spaces in which 
to write down the verses chosen. If 
this edition be exhausted by the first de- 
mand we will. print more ;_ but that will 
mean a wait, if you delay your request. 


-F 








All that can be done with a lie is to / 
deceive a few people temporarily. A po —~=~ = “REQUEST CARD for the FREE= =====%4 


lie cannot change the truth, and sooner “PICTURE STORIES OF THE BIBLE” 
or later the truth will work itself out. THE CHRISTIAN HERALD, 





There has been 


We are sure you 
y nothing just like 
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New York Crry. will be charmed - 321 Bible House, New York, N. Y., . (Date)................. 1917 I % ee : 
” ith j GENTLEMEN:—Plesse send me, free and postpaid, your y this. And itis : 
with it—the | Picture Stortes of the Bible, complete, comprising the pictures in | 
eae i alae : 2 5 re Stories of #, compiete, com pictures in f= = free, without an 
0 you want the school to know some Picture Stories is . 4 color, the selection of Bible verses, and rules for making this a i . y 
of the most memorable Bible texts; the - y home diversion, and: the basis of evening gatherings, etc. Please ~ reservation 
pang apd ico one — sure to delight q note Bacy I am dating this Request Card (Note: Requests will : PI d ‘ 
other things in and abou e Bible that | . be in order i i dated). 
a Sunday-school should know? Try you, and Surprise : > one . va a Alc 
drilling the school for three to five min- | a0 | : delay your 
utes each Sunday on Smith’s Supple-'| you, 00 ; , 
mental Bible Question Course. It’s : SIND: scenes necsuallieaiaetcubisgcdlines suai Bhniedusesaataesicbceaesnds i request. 
wonderfully interesting and stimulating. ’ ; 
It may be ordered from The Sunday ‘ ‘ i 
School Times-Company, for 50 cents. B-' MONE d. ..sacoschighbpnaipaaaiianbdapeloin iveorse nteebGhukdebibétedtoeser [een 














